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/1 OES life have any meaning?” Countless people
have asked that question. Sadly, no matter how
they look at life, many are unable to escape what Aus-
trian neurologist Viktor E. Frankl described as a “sense

of meaninglessness and emptiness” in their lives.

Why do so many feel that way? For one thing, mil-
lions the world over live in unbelievably wretched,
heartbreaking conditions. Each day, they wake up to
poverty, disease, senseless violence, and oppression.
Their lives are truly “glutted with agitation,” as Job of
ancient times said about human suffering. (Job 14:1)
Their prime goal is simply to survive from one day to
the next.

\\__ Millions of others enjoy a degree of material pros-
- perity. Everything seems to be in place for them to find
real satisfaction in life. But many still do not. Why? Be-
cause time and again, “trouble and hurtful things”
—unexpected financial setbacks or bitter tragedies,
such as the death of a child—shatter their treasured
hopes and dreams.—Psalm 90:10.

Another factor deepens this pervasive feeling of
“meaninglessness and emptiness.” What is that? The
extreme brevity of life. To many, it simply does not
make sense that humans, who are gifted with such
great potential, live such short lives. They cannot un-
derstand the harsh reality that we all face: Sooner or
later, even if we escape the worst that besets mankind,

death robs us of everything.—Ecclesiastes 3:19, 20.

Will Life Always Seem Meaningless?

King Solomon of ancient Israel summed up the situ-
ation very well. He saw how people in his day worked
hard using their talents and abilities in planting, culti-
vating, building, and caring for their families, just as
we do today. He asked, in effect, ‘What does it all
amount to in the end?’ Everything people do, he
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concluded, is “emptiness and chasing the
wind.”—Ecclesiastes 2:17, The New English
Bible.

But did King Solomon believe that every-
thing mankind does would always be “emp-
tiness and chasing the wind”? No. He was
simply expressing a realistic view of how life

the inspired Word of God can give you confi-
dence that things will not always be like this!
How can you find that confidence? Please
read the next two articles. They may help
you to understand why life seems so mean-
ingless, how this situation will be remedied,
and how you can give your life real meaning

in this imperfect world turns out. However, even now.

Why Does Life Seem Meaningless?

HY should you believe that life will ever be more

than just a “brief span of empty existence -
through which” we pass “like a shadow,” as King Solo- Y
mon put it? (Ecclesiastes 6:12, The New English Bible)
God’s inspired Word, the Bible—an unfailingly de-
pendable source of information—promises that life in
the future will be truly meaningful.—2 Timothy 3:
16, 17.

The Bible tells us what God's original purpose was for
the earth. It also explains why the world is filled with
injustice, oppression, and suffering. Why is it impor-
tant that we understand these things? Because the
main reason people think that life is completely mean-
ingless is that they are unaware of—or choose to ig-
nore—God’s purpose for this planet and mankind on it.

What Is God’s Purpose for the Earth?
Jehovah God* made the earth to be a perfect para-
dise home for humankind—a place where men and
women would enjoy a full, satistying life in human

* In the Bible, Jehovah is the personal name of God.
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perfection forever. This fundamental truth
contradicts the commonly accepted but
Scripturally baseless idea that God made the
earth to be some kind of testing ground for
humans, to see if they deserved to live a
more meaningful life in a spirit world.—See
the box “Must We Leave the Earth to Enjoy a
Meaningful Life?” on page 6.

God made man and woman in His image,
giving them the capacity to reflect His won-
derful qualities. (Genesis 1:26, 27) He made
them perfect. They had everything they
needed to enjoy a productive, meaningful
life forever. That would include filling the
earth and subduing it, transforming the
whole planet into a paradise just like the gar-
den of Eden.—Genesis 1:28-31; 2:8, 9.

What Went Wrong?

Obviously, something went drastically
wrong. Mankind in general pootly reflects
God’s image. The earth is certainly no para-
dise. What happened? Our original parents,
Adam and Eve, abused their free will. They
wanted to “be like God,” deciding for them-
selves what was morally “good and bad.”
In doing so, they followed the rebellious
course that Satan the Devil had already tak-
en.—Genesis 3:1-6.

Evil, then, is not part of some mysterious,
predetermined plan of God. It came into ex-
istence when Satan—and later Adam and
Eve—rebelled against God’s rulership. As a re-
sult of their rebellion, our original parents
lost Paradise and perfection, bringing sin and
death upon not just themselves but also
their descendants—the whole human fami-

ly. (Genesis 3:17-19; Romans 5:12) This is
what brought about the conditions and cir-
cumstances that make life seem so meaning-
less.

Why Not Stamp Out Evil Immediately?

Some wonder, ‘Why did God not stamp
out evil immediately by simply destroying
Satan and the other rebels and starting over
again?’ Would that have really been wise?
How would you react if you heard of a pow-
erful government that immediately execut-
ed anyone who challenged its authority? Do
not such actions alienate fair-minded people
and undermine a government’s moral au-
thority?

God chose not to act against the rebels im-
mediately. Wisely, he allowed time to pass so
that the issues raised in Eden regarding his
way of ruling would be settled—once and for
all.

Removal of All Evil

The key thing to remember is this: God
has permitted evil to exist for only a limit-
ed time. He has done so knowing that he
can completely undo its grievous conse-
quences once the vital issues raised by rebel-
lion against his way of ruling have been set-
tled.

God has not abandoned his purpose for
the earth and mankind. Through the proph-
et Isaiah, Jehovah assures us that He is the
Maker of the earth, the one “who did not
create it simply for nothing, who formed it
even to be inhabited.” (Isaiah 45:18) Very
soon now, he will begin bringing the earth
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back to the perfect state he originally pur-
posed. With the rightness of his way of rul-
ing absolutely established, he will be justi-
fied in using his irresistible power to enforce
his will and utterly destroy all evil. (Isaiah S5:
10, 11) In the model prayer, Jesus Christ in-
cluded an appeal for God to take this action.
Jesus taught us to pray: “Let your will take
place, as in heaven, also upon earth.” (Mat-
thew 6:9, 10) What does that include?

God’s Will for the Earth

Among other things, “the meek ones
themselves will possess the earth.” (Psalm 37:
9-11, 29; Proverbs 2:21, 22) Jesus Christ will
“deliver the poor one crying for help, also the
afflicted one.” He will save them “from op-
pression and from violence.” (Psalm 72:12-
14) War will be no more; nor will death,
tears, pain, or suffering be anymore. (Psalm
46:9; Revelation 21:1-4) Multitudes of people

Must We Leave the Earth to Enjoy a Meaningful Life?

For centuries, men who
have no knowledge of God’s
purpose for the earth have
taught that we must leave
the earth before we can en-
joy a truly meaningful exis-
tence.

Some said that souls
“enjoyed some higher exis-
tence prior to their entry
into individual human bod-
ies.” (New Dictionary of The-
ology) Others said that the
soul was “incarcerated in the
body as a punishment for
the sins which it committed
in its heavenly state.”—Cyclo-
pedia of Biblical, Theological,
and Ecclesiastical Literature.

Greek philosophers, such
as Socrates and Plato, taught
this idea: Only when the
soul escapes from the limita-
tions of a material human
body would it be “released
from its wanderings and fol-
lies and fears, its wild desires

and all the other ills that be-
set mankind” and dwell “in
the company of the gods for
all time to come.”—Plato’s
Phaedo, 81, A.

Later, so-called Christian
leaders incorporated Greek
philosophers’ “assumptions
about the inherent immor-
tality of the soul” into their
teachings.—Christianity—A
Global History.

Contrast those ideas with
three fundamental truths
found in the Bible:

1. God’s purpose is for
the earth to be a permanent
home for humankind, not a
temporary testing ground to
see who deserve to live with
him in heaven. If Adam and
Eve had obeyed God'’s laws,
they would still be alive here
on a paradise earth.—Gene-
sis 1:27, 28; Psalm 115:16.

2. Whereas most religions
teach that man has a soul
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—some immaterial entity
that resides within—the
Bible teaches something
simpler. Man is “a living
soul” formed out of “dust
from the ground.” (Genesis
2:7) The Bible never de-
scribes this soul as immortal.
It says that the soul can be
killed or destroyed, totally
ceasing to exist. (Psalm
146:4; Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10;
Ezekiel 18:4, 20) The first
soul, Adam, positively died
and returned to the dust
from which he was created.
He returned to nonexistence.
—Genesis 2:17; 3:19.

3. Man’s future life pros-
pects depend, not on having
an immortal soul that de-
parts to some spirit realm,
but on God’s promise of a
resurrection from the dead
back to life on a paradise
earth.—Daniel 12:13; John
11:24-26; Acts 24:15.



who have died during God’s toleration of evil
will be resurrected to life here on earth, and
they will be given the opportunity to bene-
fit from these and other blessings.—John S:
28, 29.

In fact, Jehovah will undo the harm that
Satan’s rebellion has caused. So complete
will this remedial action be that “the former
distresses [all the things that bring grief and
pain today] will actually be forgotten.” (Isa-

iah 65:16-19) That future is guaranteed. God
does not lie. All his promises come true. Life
will no longer be “emptiness and chasing the
wind.” (Ecclesiastes 2:17, The New English Bi-
ble) Rather, life will be filled with meaning.

But what about right now? Can knowing
what the Bible teaches and understanding
God’s purpose for the earth add real mean-
ing to your life now? The final article in this
series takes up this question.

A Meaningful Life

Now and Forever

OU can find real meaning in life even now. How? By
following the sound principles found in God’s
Word, the Bible. Let us examine just a few of them.

BIBLE PRINCIPLE: “There is nothing better,” wrote
King Solomon, than that a man “should eat and indeed
drink and cause his soul to see good because of his hard
WOrK.”—ECCLESIASTES 2:24.

G AN

We were made to find satisfaction in wholesome
work. Even in the direst of circumstances, you can enjoy
a measure of satisfaction in life right now from working
diligently and honestly.

BIBLE PRINCIPLE: “There is more happiness in giving
than there is in receiving.”—ACTS 20:35.

Many have found that doing things for others—giv-
ing of their time and energy to assist others in times of
difficulty, for example—has proved to be extremely re-
warding and has added real meaning to their lives. “Do
not hold back good from those to whom it is owing,”
wrote Solomon, “when it happens to be in the power of
your hand to do it.”—Proverbs 3:27.

Consider the example of Ralph. After retirement, he
joined his wife in the full-time Christian ministry. They
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each spend a number of hours every month in the min-
istry, giving of themselves in teaching the Bible to oth-
ers. “When we get home in the evening, we are tired,
not just from getting older, but from giving our all in
service to our heavenly Father,” says Ralph. “It’s a good
tired!” He and his wife are happy because their life cen-
ters on giving.

BIBLE PRINCIPLE: “A true companion is loving all the
time, and is a brother that is born for when there is
distress.”—PROVERBS 17:17.

Shared troubles can be much easier to bear. English
essayist Francis Bacon wrote that for those without true
friends, “the world is but a wilderness.” Having true
friends—and being a good friend—can make life more
bearable for you; it can be beautiful and satisfying.

BIBLE PRINCIPLE: “Happy are those conscious of their
spiritual need.”—MATTHEW 5:3.

Jesus thus identified a vital requirement if you want
to enjoy the fulfillment of God’s promises—recognize
and fill your “spiritual need.” Unlike animals, we have
an innate need to understand the meaning and pur-
pose of life. Only Jehovah God can fill that need, and
he does so through his Word, the Bible. As we saw in the
preceding article, the Bible reveals God’s purpose for
the earth. It tells us why we are here, why there is so
much suffering, and what God expects of us. Under-
standing such Scriptural truths is essential to our living
a meaningful and satisfying life. Those who make time
to study the Bible and apply what they learn are happy.
Why? Because they thereby build a trusting relation-
ship with our Creator, “the happy God,” Jehovah.
—1 Timothy 1:11.

BIBLE PRINCIPLE: “Remember your Creator . . . before
the time of trouble comes and the years draw near when
you will say, ‘I see no purpose in them.’”—ECCLESIASTES 12:1,
THE NEW ENGLISH BIBLE.

King Solomon’s advice to young people, who may for
a time fail to recognize the tragedies that life can bring,
is relevant for all of us. Make your Creator the focus of
your life. That is what will give your life real purpose.
Reject the attitude: “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow
we are to die.” (1 Corinthians 15:32) If you put God



first, things “will turn out well” for you, says
Ecclesiastes 8:12.

A girl named Wendi found that to be true.
When she was young, she and her sister
learned Spanish so that they could move to
the Dominican Republic, where there was a
greater need for preachers of the Bible’s good
news. “We made many sacrifices to serve
where there was a need, but we had the time
of our lives. I wouldn't trade those six months
for anything! The blessings we received far
outweighed the sacrifices involved.”

Loyalty to God Makes Life Meaningful

Building a good relationship with Jehovah
can add meaning to your life in a very special
way. How? Not only did Satan lead Adam and
Eve into rebellion against God'’s rule but he
also implied that no one would remain loyal
to God under test. (Job 1:9-11; 2:4) You can
help to prove Satan a liar! How? By remaining
loyal to God, by sticking to his principles, and
by demonstrating that you recognize Jeho-
vah's supreme right to determine for us what
is good and what is bad.—Revelation 4:11.

We may have to endure challenges if we
want to pursue an upright course. Will those
challenges rob us of a meaningful life? Well,
imagine that a vicious enemy is slandering

our beloved friend or family member. If de-
fending that dear person’s name caused us
some hardship at the hands of our enemy,
would that rob us of a meaningful life? Of
course not! We would gladly endure hardship
for such a cause. It is the same with remain-
ing loyal to God. Our loyalty under current
evil conditions actually makes God’s heart re-
joice.—Proverbs 27:11.

A Meaningful Life Forever

Make it your aim, then, to learn all you can
about God and his purpose. Jesus Christ him-
self said: “This means everlasting life, their
taking in knowledge of you, the only true
God, and of the one whom you sent forth, Je-
sus Christ.” (John 17:3) When God fulfills his
original purpose for the earth, faithful hu-
mans will enjoy what Jehovah originally in-
tended for them—“everlasting life” on a para-
dise earth. Then life will truly be meaningtul
and satistying.—Psalm 145:16.

Where can you find the knowledge that Je-
sus talked about? In the pages of God’s in-
spired Word, the Bible. If you would like assis-
tance in doing this, feel free to write to the
publishers of this magazine. They will gladly
arrange for someone to help you to learn
what the Bible really teaches.
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Does Jehovah Have Feelings?

F THE answer is yes, then another question

arises: Does our conduct affect God’s feel-
ings? That is, can we by our actions cause God
to feel happy or hurt? Some ancient philoso-
phers said no. They argued that no one can in-
fluence God and that God must therefore be in-
capable of feeling. But the Bible gives a different
picture, namely, that Jehovah has tender feel-
ings and deeply cares about what we do. Con-
sider the words found at Psalm
78:40, 41.

Psalm 78 recounts God'’s deal-
ings with ancient lIsrael. After
delivering the nation from slav-
ery in Egypt, Jehovah offered to
enter into a special relationship
with them. He promised that if
they would remain obedient to
his laws, they would become his “special prop-
erty” and be used in an extraordinary way to
fulfill his purpose. The people agreed and en-
tered into the Law covenant. Did they live up to
their end of the agreement?—Exodus 19:3-8.

The psalmist says: “How often they would
rebel against him in the wilderness!” (Verse 40)
The next verse adds: “Again and again they
would put God to the test.” (Verse 41) Notice
that the writer describes a pattern of rebellion.
This ugly spirit surfaced early—in the wilderness
shortly after their deliverance from Egypt. The
people began to murmur against God, ques-
tioning whether he was able and willing to care
for them. (Numbers 14:1-4) A reference work
for Bible translators says that the words “they
would rebel against him” might be “rendered
idiomatically as ‘they made their hearts hard
against God’ or ‘they said “No” to God.”” Yet, in
his mercy, Jehovah would forgive his people
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There is nothing
more precious that
we could give to
Jehovah than to live
in a way that brings
joy to his heart

when they demonstrated repentance. But then
they would return to their old ways and re-
bel again, and the pattern continued.—Psalm
78:10-19, 38.

How did Jehovah feel each time his fickle peo-
ple rebelled? “They would make him feel hurt,”
says verse 40. Another translation says that they
would “give him cause for grief.” One Bible ref-
erence work explains: “The meaning here is that
the conduct of the Hebrews was
such as was fitted to cause pain,
—as the conduct of a disobedi-
ent and rebellious child is.” Just
as an unruly child can cause
his parents much pain of heart,
the rebellious Israelites “pained
even the Holy One of Israel.”
—Verse 41.

What can we learn from this psalm? It is re-
assuring to see that Jehovah has a strong attach-
ment to his worshippers and is not quick to give
up on them. At the same time, it is sobering to
consider that Jehovah has feelings and that our
conduct can affect his feelings. How does know-
ing that affect you? Does it move you to want to
do what s right?

Rather than pursue a sinful course and bring
pain to Jehovah's heart, we can choose to follow
an upright course and make his heart glad. And
that is exactly what he asks of his worshippers:
“Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice.”
(Proverbs 27:11) There is nothing more precious
that we could give to Jehovah than to live in a
way that brings joy to his heart.

SUGGESTED BIBLE READING FOR JULY:
H Psalms 60-86




THE BIBLE CHANGES LIVES

WHY did a woman in her 60’s give up idol worship? What moved a Shinto
priest to leave his work at a shrine and become a Christian minister? How
was a woman who had been adopted at birth able to cope with feelings of
abandonment? Consider what these people have to say.

“I no longer slave

9 for idols.” _ea pansou

YEAR BORN: 1938

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: BENIN
HISTORY: IDOL WORSHIPPER

MY PAST: I grew up in So-Tchahoué, a vil-
lage situated in a marshy area near a lake.
The villagers fish and raise cattle, goats,
sheep, pigs, and birds. There are no roads in
the area, so people use boats and canoes
to move about. They generally build their
houses out of wood and grass, although
some build with bricks. People there are pre-
dominantly poor. Even so, crime is not as
rampant as in the cities.

When I was a child, my father sent my
sister and me to a fetish convent, where
we were initiated into that traditional be-
lief. When I grew up, 1 adopted Dudua
(Oduduwa) from the Yoruba culture as my
god. I built a house for this god and regu-
larly offered sacrifices of yams, palm oil,
snails, chickens, doves, and various other an-
imals. These sacrifices were costly, often

consuming nearly all my re-
sources.

HOW THE BIBLE CHANGED
MY LIFE: When [ began to
study the Bible, I learned
that Jehovah is the only true
God. I also learned that he
does not approve of the use
of idols in worship. (Exodus
20:4, 5; 1 Corinthians 10:14)
I realized what I needed to
do. So I threw all my images
away and cleaned my house
of everything pertaining to
idol worship. I stopped consulting oracles,
and I no longer participated in local rituals
and funeral rites.

It was not easy for me—a woman in her
60’s—to make these changes. My friends, rel-
atives, and neighbors opposed me and made
fun of me. But I prayed to Jehovah for the
strength to do what is right. I took comfort in
the words of Proverbs 18:10, which says:
“The name of Jehovah is a strong tower. Into
it the righteous runs and is given protec-
tion.”

Something else that helped me was at-
tending the meetings of Jehovah’s Witness-
es. There I experienced Christian love, and [
was impressed because these people try to
live by the Bible’s high moral standards.
What I saw convinced me that Jehovah's
Witnesses practice the true religion.
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HOW I HAVE BENEFITED: Applying Bible
principles has helped me improve my rela-
tionship with my children. I also feel that a
burden has been lifted from my shoulders. I
used to exhaust my resources on lifeless idols
that did not benefit me in any way. Now I
worship Jehovah, who provides a lasting so-
lution to all our problems. (Revelation 21:
3, 4) I am so happy that I no longer slave for
idols, but rather, I slave for Jehovah! In him I
have found true security and protection.

Among Jehovah’s Witnesses, | have
experienced Christian love

“I had been looking

for God since
Childh()()d.”—smml SATO

YEAR BORN: 1951

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: JAPAN
HISTORY: SHINTO PRIEST

MY PAST: [ grew up in a country town in Fu-
kuoka Prefecture. My parents were very reli-
gious; they raised me from childhood to re-
vere the Shinto gods. As a young boy, I
thought often about my salvation and had a
strong desire to help people who were in
trouble. I recall a time in elementary school
when the teacher asked the class what we
wanted to do when we grew up. My class-
mates had very concrete hopes, such as be-
coming a scientist. I said that my dream
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was to serve God. Everyone
laughed at me.

After high school, I entered
a school for religious teach-
ers. During that training, I
met a Shinto priest who spent
his spare time reading a book
with a black cover. One day
he asked me, “Sato, do you
know what this book is?” 1
had noticed the cover of the
book, so I answered, “The Bi-
ble.” He said, “Everyone who
wants to be a Shinto priest
should read this book.”

[ went right out and bought a Bible. I put
the Bible in the most prominent place on my
bookshelf and took good care of it. But I did
not make time to read it, as school life kept
me very busy. When I finished school, I be-
gan working at a shrine as a Shinto priest. My
childhood dream had come true.

I soon discovered, however, that being a
Shinto priest was not what I had expected it
to be. Most priests showed little love or con-



cern for others. Many also lacked faith. One
of my superiors went so far as to tell me: “If
you want to succeed here, you must talk only
about philosophical matters. Talking about
faith is forbidden.”

Such remarks caused me to feel disillu-
sioned with the Shinto religion. Although I
continued my work at the shrine, I began
to investigate other religions. Yet, none of
them seemed to offer anything better. The
more religions I examined, the more dis-
couraged I became. I felt that there was no
truth in any religion.

HOW THE BIBLE CHANGED MY LIFE: In
1988, I met a Buddhist who encouraged me
to read the Bible. I thought of the Shinto
priest who years earlier had urged me to do
the same. I decided to apply the advice. As I
started reading the Bible, I quickly became
absorbed in it. Sometimes I would read all
night long until the morning sun peeked
through the window.

What I read moved me to want to pray to
the God of the Bible. I began with the model
prayer outlined at Matthew 6:9-13. [ repeated
this prayer every two hours—even while per-
forming my service at the Shinto shrine.

I had many questions about what I was
reading. By this time, I had married, and I
knew that Jehovah's Witnesses teach people
about the Bible because they had visited my
wife in the past. I sought out one of the Wit-

nesses and plied her with questions. [ was im-
pressed when she used the Bible to answer
each of them. She arranged for the Witnesses
to study the Bible with me.

Shortly thereafter, I started attending the
meetings of Jehovah's Witnesses. I did not
realize it at the time, but among the Witness-
es present were some to whom I had been
very rude in the past. Even so, they warmly
greeted me and made me feel welcome.

At those meetings, I learned that God ex-
pects husbands to show love and honor to
their family members. Until that point, I had
focused so much on my work as a priest that
I had neglected my wife and our two chil-
dren. It dawned on me that I had listened in-
tently to what people who came to worship
at the shrine had to say but I had never once
listened to what my wife had to say.

As my studies progressed, I learned many
things about Jehovah that drew me to him. I
was especially touched by such verses as Ro-
mans 10:13, which says: “Everyone who calls
on the name of Jehovah will be saved.” I had
been looking for God since childhood, and
now, at last, I had found him!

I started to feel out of place at the shrine.
At first, I worried about what others would
think if I left the Shinto religion. But I had al-
ways told myself that I would leave if I found
the true God elsewhere. So in the spring of
1989, I decided to follow my conscience. I
left the shrine and put myself in Jehovah's
hands.

Leaving the shrine was not easy. My supe-
riors berated me and tried to pressure me
into staying. Even harder, though, was break-
ing the news to my parents. On the way to
their house, I felt so overwhelmed with
anxiety that my chest hurt and my legs
were as weak as noodles! I stopped many
times along the way to pray to Jehovah for
strength.

The Shinto shrine where | once worshipped



When [ arrived at my parents’ house, I was
initially too afraid to broach the subject.
Hours passed. Finally, after much prayer, I
explained everything to my father. I told
him that I had found the true God and that I
was leaving the Shinto religion in order to
serve Him. My father was shocked and sad-
dened. Other relatives came to the house
and tried to change my mind. I did not want
to hurt my family, but at the same time, I
knew that serving Jehovah was the right
thing to do. In time, my family came to re-
spect me for my decision.

Physically leaving the shrine was one
thing; mentally leaving it was another. The
life of a priest was deeply ingrained in me. I
tried hard to forget it, but everywhere I

“T knew that

something
was missing.

—LYNETTE HOUGHTING

YEAR BORN: 1958

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: SOUTH AFRICA
HISTORY: FEELINGS OF ABANDONMENT

turned, there seemed to be reminders of my
former life.

Two things helped me to rid myself of
these influences. First, I searched thoroughly
for anything in my home that was related to
my former religion. Then I burned them all
—books, pictures, and even expensive mem-
orabilia. Second, I sought as many opportu-
nities as possible to associate with the Wit-
nesses. Their friendship and support helped
me a great deal. Little by little, my past ways
faded from memory.

HOW | HAVE BENEFITED: [ used to neglect
my wife and children, which made them feel
very lonely. But when I started to spend time
with them, as the Bible teaches husbands to
do, we became closer. In time, my wife
joined me in serving Jehovah. Together with
our son, our daughter, and her husband, we
are now united in true worship.

When I think back to my childhood dream
of serving God and helping other people, 1
realize that I have found everything I was
looking for—and more. Words cannot ex-
press my gratitude to Jehovah.

MY PAST: I was born in Ger-
miston, a middle-class min-
ing town without much
crime. Feeling that they
would be unable to take care
of me, my parents decided to
give me up for adoption. At
the tender age of 14 days, I
was adopted by a loving cou-
ple whom I came to regard as
my mother and father. Still,
after I learned of my history,
I struggled with feelings of
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abandonment. I began to feel that I did not
belong to my adoptive parents and that they
did not really understand me.

When [ was about 16, I started going to
cocktail bars, where my friends and I would
dance and listen to live music. At age 17, I be-
gan to smoke cigarettes. I wanted to be thin
like the models I saw in smoking advertise-
ments. When [ turned 19, I started working
in Johannesburg, where I quickly fell in with
the wrong crowd. Soon I was using bad lan-
guage, smoking heavily, and drinking a lot
on the weekends.

Even so, I was quite active physically. I reg-
ularly did aerobics and played squash and la-
dies’ soccer. I also worked hard at my career,
making a name for myself in the computer
industry. As a result, I was financially com-
fortable, and many people considered me
successful. Yet, I was actually very unhappy
—lost and disappointed with my life. Deep
down, | knew that something was missing.

HOW THE BIBLE CHANGED MY LIFE:
When I started studying the Bible, I learned
that Jehovah is a God of love. I also learned
that he has demonstrated that love by giving
us his Word, the Bible. It is as if he has writ-
ten us a personal letter to guide our steps.
(Isaiah 48:17, 18) I realized that if I wanted to
benefit from Jehovah'’s loving guidance, I
would have to make some big changes in my
life.

One change I needed to make was in my
associations. I took to heart the words of
Proverbs 13:20, which says: “He that is walk-
ing with wise persons will become wise, but
he that is having dealings with the stupid
ones will fare badly.” That principle influ-
enced me to leave my old friendships behind
and make new friends among Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses.

My biggest challenge was to quit smoking;
my addiction was very strong. As I gradually

overcame that hurdle, I faced another chal-
lenge. Giving up cigarettes caused me to gain
over 30 pounds (13.6 kg)! That was a real
blow to my self-worth, and it took me nearly
ten years to shed the excess weight. Yet, I
knew that quitting smoking was the right
thing to do. I prayed to Jehovah continually,
and he gave me the strength to succeed.

HOW | HAVE BENEFITED: | now enjoy bet-
ter health. I am also content—I no longer
chase after the elusive happiness promised
by a secular career, status, and wealth. In-
stead, I find joy in sharing Bible truths with
others. As a result, three of my former col-
leagues now serve Jehovah along with my
husband and me. Before each of my adoptive
parents died, I was able to tell them about
the Bible’s promise of a resurrection to a par-
adise earth.

Drawing close to Jehovah has helped me to
cope with feelings of abandonment. He has
given me a sense of belonging by bringing
me into a worldwide family of fellow believ-
ers. Among them, I have many mothers, fa-
thers, brothers, and sisters.—Mark 10:29, 30.
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This article raises questions you may
have asked and shows where you can

Wh t I read the answers in your Bible.
a S Jehovah’s Witnesses would be pleased

God IS Ki ngdom? to discuss these answers with you.

1. What is God’s Kingdom?

The Kingdom of God is a heavenly govern- A kingdom must have a king. Jehovah ap-
ment. It will replace all other governments pointed his Son, Jesus, to be the King of His
and will cause God'’s will to be done in heaven  Kingdom.—Read Luke 1:30-33.
and on earth. So God’s Kingdom is the solu-
tion to our need for good government.—Read
Daniel 2:44; Matthew 6:9, 10.

2. Why is Jesus the ideal Ruler?

God’s Son is the ideal King because he is kind,
firm for what is right, and powerful enough to help
people. (Matthew 11:28-30) After he was resurrect-
ed, Jesus ascended to heaven and began to wait at
Jehovah’s right hand. (Hebrews 10:12, 13) Finally,
God gave him power to begin ruling from heaven.
—Read Daniel 7:13, 14.

3. Who else will rule with Jesus?

A group called “the holy ones” are chosen by God
to rule with Jesus in heaven. (Daniel 7:27) The first
prospective holy ones chosen were Jesus’ faithful
apostles. Jehovah has continued to select faithful
men and women as holy ones until now. Like Jesus,
they are resurrected with a spiritual body.—Read
John 14:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:42-45.

How many people go to heaven? Jesus called
them a “little flock.” (Luke 12:32) They will finally
number 144,000, and they will rule over the earth
with Jesus.—Read Revelation 5:9, 10; 14:1.




4. When did God’s Kingdom
start ruling?

Jesus became King in 1914.* Shortly afterward, he
threw Satan and his demons down to the earth.
(Revelation 12:7-10, 12) Since then, mankind’s trou-
bles have severely increased. Wars, earthquakes,
famines, epidemics, and lawlessness are part of a
sign that the present system of things is in its last
days. (2 Timothy 3:1-5) All who want to benefit from
God’s Kingdom should learn how to become follow-
ers of the King, Jesus.—Read Luke 21:7, 10, 11, 31,
34, 35.

* For details of how Bible prophecy points to the year 1914, see pages 215-218
of the book What Does the Bible Really Teach? published by Jehovah’s Witnesses.

5. What does God’s Kingdom
accomplish?

By means of a global preaching work, God’s King-
dom is already helping millions from all nations to
learn God’s ways. (Matthew 24:14) It will protect “a
great crowd” of Jesus’ loyal subjects when it de-
stroys the present wicked system of things on earth.
—Read Revelation 7:9, 10, 13-17.

During a period of 1,000 years, the Kingdom will
gradually make the earth a paradise. Finally, Jesus
will hand the Kingdom back to his Father. (1 Corin-
thians 15:24-26) Do you know someone whom you
would like to tell about God’s Kingdom?—Read
Psalm 37:10, 11, 29.
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IMITATE THEIR FAITH

% HeTook Comfort in His God

ELIJAH ran through the rain as the darkness deepened. He had a long
way to go before he would reach Jezreel, and he was no young man.

Yet, he ran on tirelessly, for “the very hand of Jehovah” was upon him. The energy cours-
ing through his body was surely unlike any he had ever known. Why, he had just out-
paced the team of horses that was pulling King Ahab in his royal chariot!—1 Kings 18:46.

Now King Ahab was far behind him, and
the open road lay before him. Imagine Elijah
blinking the raindrops from his eyes as he
ran, thinking back over the most eventful
day of his life. Without question, it was a glo-
rious victory for Elijah’s God, Jehovah, and
for true worship. Far behind him now, lostin
the gloom of the storm, lay the windswept
heights of Mount Carmel, where Jehovah
had used Elijah to strike a mighty and mi-
raculous blow against Baal worship. Hun-
dreds of Baal prophets were exposed as wick-
ed frauds and justly executed. Then Elijah
prayed to Jehovah for an end to the drought
that had afflicted the land for three and a
half years. The rains fell!*—1 Kings 18:18-45.

As Elijah splashed along those 19 miles
(30 km) to Jezreel, it may have seemed to
him that a real turning point had come at
last. Ahab would have to change! After what
he had witnessed, surely he had no choice
but to abandon Baal worship, to restrain his
queen, Jezebel, and to stop the persecution
of Jehovah’s servants.

When things seem to be going our way, it
is only natural that our hopes rise. We may

* See the “Imitate Their Faith” articles “He Stood Up for
Pure Worship” and “He Watched, and He Waited” in the
January 1 and April 1, 2008, issues of The Watchtower.
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imagine that our lot in life will continue to
improve, perhaps even thinking that our
worst problems are finally behind us. If Eli-
jah thought that way, no wonder, for he “was
a man with feelings like ours.” (James 5:17)
Actually, though, Elijah’s problems were far
from over. In fact, within hours Elijah would
be so fearful, so low in spirits, that he would
wish to die. What happened? And how did
Jehovah help his prophet to renew his faith
and his courage? Let us see.

An Unexpected Turn of Events

When Ahab reached his palace in Jezreel,
did he give any evidence of being a changed,
more spiritual man? We read: “Ahab told Jez-
ebel all that Elijah had done and all about
how he had killed all the prophets with the
sword.” (1 Kings 19:1) Notice that Ahab’s ac-
count of the day’s events left out Elijah’s
God, Jehovah. A fleshly man, Ahab saw the
day’s miraculous events in strictly human
terms—what “Elijah had done.” Clearly, he
had not learned to respect Jehovah God. And
how did the vengeful Jezebel react?

She was furious! Livid with rage, she sent
this message to Elijah: “So may the gods do,
and so may they add to it, if at this time to-
morrow I shall not make your soul like the



soul of each one of them!” (1 Kings 19:2)
This was a death threat of the worst kind. In
effect, Jezebel was vowing that she herself
should die if she could not have Elijah killed
within the day to avenge her Baal prophets.
Imagine Elijah being awakened from sleep in
some humble lodging in Jezreel on that
stormy night—only to hear the queen’s mes-
senger deliver those awful words. How was
he affected?

Overcome by Discouragement and Fear
If Elijah cherished any notions that the war
against Baal worship was all but over, his
hopes came crashing down at that moment.

Jezebel was undeterred. A great many of Eli-
jah’s faithful colleagues had already been ex-
ecuted on her orders, and now, it seemed, he
was to be next. The Bible tells us: “He became
afraid.” Did Elijah picture in his mind’s eye
the terrible death that Jezebel had in store for
him? If he dwelled on such thoughts, it is no
wonder that his courage failed him. At any
rate, Elijah “began to go for his soul”—he ran
for his life.—1 Kings 18:4; 19:3.

Elijah was not the only man of faith ever
to be overcome by fear. Much later, the apos-
tle Peter had a similar problem. For instance,
when Jesus enabled Peter to join Him in
walking on water, the apostle began “look-
ing at the windstorm.” He then lost his cour-
age and started to sink. (Matthew 14:30) The
examples of Peter and Elijah thus teach us a
valuable lesson. If we want to maintain our
courage, we must not let our mind dwell on
the dangers that frighten us. We need to
keep our focus on the Source of our hope
and strength.

“It Is Enough!”

Driven by fear, Elijah fled southwestward
some 95 miles (150 km) to Beer-sheba, a
town near the southern border of Judah.
There he left his attendant behind and
struck out into the wilderness alone. The rec-
ord says that he went “a day’s journey,” so
we may picture him starting off at sunrise,
evidently carrying no provisions with him.
Depressed, spurred ever onward by fear, he
struggled over the rough and wild terrain
under the blazing sun. As that glaring disk
gradually reddened and sank to the horizon,
Elijah’s strength gave out. Exhausted, he sat
down under a broom tree—the closest thing
to shelter in that barren landscape.—1 Kings
19:4.

Jehovah blessed Elijah mightily,
both in good times and in bad



Elijah prayed in utter desperation. He
asked to die. He said: “I am no better than
my forefathers.” He knew that his fore-
fathers were then mere dust and bones in
the grave, unable to do any good for any-
body. (Ecclesiastes 9:10) Elijah felt just as
worthless. No wonder he cried out: “It is
enough!” Why go on living?

Should it be shocking to learn that a man
of God could become so low in spirits? Not
necessarily. A number of faithful men and
women in the Bible record are described as
feeling so sad that they wished for death
—among them Rebekah, Jacob, Moses, and
Job.—Genesis 25:22; 37:35; Numbers 11:13-
15;Job 14:13.

Today, we live in “critical times hard to
deal with,” so it is not surprising that many
people, even faithful servants of God, find
themselves feeling low at times. (2 Timothy
3:1) If you ever find yourself in such a dire
situation, follow Elijah’s example in this re-
spect: Pour out your feelings to God. After
all, Jehovah is “the God of all comfort.”
(2 Corinthians 1:3) Did he comfort Elijah?

Jehovah Sustained His Prophet

How do you think Jehovah felt as he
looked down from heaven and saw his
beloved prophet lying under that tree in
the wilderness and begging for death to take
him? We do not have to guess. After Elijah
sank into sleep, Jehovah sent an angel to
him. The angel gently woke Elijah with a
touch and said: “Rise up, eat.” Elijah did so,
for the angel had kindly set out a simple
meal of fresh, warm bread and water for
him. Did he even thank the angel? The rec-
ord says only that the prophet ate and drank
and went back to sleep. Was he too despon-
dent to speak? At any rate, the angel woke
him a second time, perhaps at dawn. Once
more, he urged Elijah, “Rise up, eat,” and he

added these remarkable words, “for the jour-
ney is too much for you.”—1 Kings 19:5-7.

Thanks to God-given insight, the angel
knew where Flijah was headed. He also knew
that the journey would be too much for Eli-
jah to carry out in his own strength. What a
comfort to serve a God who knows our
goals and our limitations better than we do!
(Psalm 103:13, 14) How did Elijah benefit
from that meal?

We read: “He rose up and ate and drank,
and he kept going in the power of that nour-
ishment for forty days and forty nights as far
as the mountain of the true God, Horeb.”
(1 Kings 19:8) Like Moses some six centuries
before him and Jesus nearly ten centuries af-
ter him, Elijah fasted for 40 days and 40
nights. (Exodus 34:28; Luke 4:1, 2) That one
meal did not make all his problems go away,
but it sustained him in a miraculous way.
Imagine that older man laboring through
the trackless wilderness day after day, week
after week, for nearly a month and a half!

Jehovah sustains his servants today as well,
not with miraculous physical meals, but in
a far more vital way. He provides for his
servants spiritually. (Matthew 4:4) Learning
about God from his Word and from publica-
tions that are carefully based on the Bi-

In deep distress,
Elijah poured out his
heart to Jehovah




Jehovah used his
awesome power to comfort
and encourage Elijah

ble sustains us spiritually. Taking
in such spiritual nourishment may
not make all our problems go away,
but it can help us endure what
might otherwise be unendurable.
It also leads to “everlasting life.”
—John 17:3.

Elijah walked nearly 200 miles
(320 km) until he finally reached
Mount Horeb, where Jehovah God
through an angel had long before
appeared to Moses in the burning
thornbush and where Jehovah had
later made the Law covenant with
Israel. Elijah found shelter in a cave.

How Jehovah Comforted and
Strengthened His Prophet

At Horeb, Jehovah's “word”—evidently de-
livered by a spirit messenger—posed this
simple question: “What is your business
here, Elijah?” The question was likely spoken
in a gentle way, for Elijah took it as an invita-
tion to pour out his feelings. And pour them
out he did! He said: “I have been absolutely
jealous for Jehovah the God of armies; for
the sons of Israel have left your covenant,
your altars they have torn down, and your
prophets they have killed with the sword, so
that I only am left; and they begin looking
for my soul to take it away.” (1 Kings 19:9, 10)
Elijah’s words reveal at least three reasons for
his low spirits.

First, Elijah felt that his work had been in
vain. Despite years of being “absolutely jeal-
ous” in serving Jehovah, putting God’s sa-
cred name and worship above all else, Elijah
saw that conditions seemed only to have
grown worse. The people were still faithless
and rebellious, while false worship was run-

ning rampant. Second, Elijah felt alone. “I
only am left,” he said, as if he were the last
man in the nation who still served Jehovah.
Third, Elijah was scared. Many of his fellow
prophets had already been killed, and he was
convinced that he was next. It may not have
been easy for Elijah to admit to those feel-
ings, but he did not let pride or embarrass-
ment hold him back. By opening his heart to
his God in prayer, he set a good example for
all faithful people.—Psalm 62:8.

How did Jehovah address Elijah’s fears and
concerns? The angel told Elijah to stand at
the mouth of the cave. He obeyed, not
knowing what was in store. A mighty wind
sprang up! It must have emitted a deafening
roar, for it was so powerful that it tore moun-
tains and crags apart. Picture Elijah trying to
shield his eyes while clinging to his heavy,
rustic garment of hair as the gusts whipped it
about him. Then he had to struggle to keep
his footing, for the very earth began to heave
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and toss—an earthquake shook the region!
He had barely recovered when a great fire
swept through, forcing him back into the
cave to shield himself from the searing heat.
—1Kings 19:11, 12.

In each case, the account reminds us that
Jehovah was not to be found within these
spectacular displays of nature’s power. Elijah
knew that Jehovah was not some mythical
nature god, such as Baal, who was hailed by
his deluded worshippers as the “Rider of the
Clouds,” or bringer of rains. Jehovah is the
real Source of all the awesome power found
in nature, but he is also vastly greater than
anything he has made. Even the physical
heavens cannot contain him! (1 Kings 8:27)
How, though, did all of this help Elijah? Re-
member his fear. With a God like Jehovah on
his side, with all that overwhelming power
at His disposal, Elijah had nothing to fear
from Ahab and Jezebel!—Psalm 118:6.

After the fire was gone, a hush fell and Eli-
jah heard “a calm, low voice.” It invited Elijah
to express himself again, and he did so, pour-
ing out his concerns a second time.* Perhaps
that brought him further relief. Undoubted-
ly, though, Elijah found even more comfort
in what the “calm, low voice” told him next.
Jehovah reassured Elijah that he was far from
worthless. How so? God revealed much of
his long-range purpose regarding the war
against Baal worship in Israel. Clearly, Elijah’s
work had not been in vain, for God’s pur-
pose was moving inexorably forward. Fur-
thermore, Elijah still figured in that purpose,

*The source of this “calm, low voice” may have been
the same spirit who was used to deliver “Jehovah’s word”
mentioned at 1 Kings 19:9. In verse 15, this spirit is re-
ferred to simply as “Jehovah.” We might be reminded of
the spirit emissary whom Jehovah used to guide Israel in
the wilderness and of whom God said: “My name is with-
in him.” (Exodus 23:21) We cannot be dogmatic on this
point, of course, but it is worth noting that in his pre-
human existence, Jesus served as “the Word,” the special
Spokesman to Jehovah’s servants.—John 1:1.
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for Jehovah sent him back to work with some
specific instructions.—1 Kings 19:12-17.

What, though, about Elijah’s feelings of
loneliness? Jehovah did two things about
that. First, he told Elijah to anoint Elisha as
the prophet who would eventually succeed
him. This younger man would become Eli-
jah’s companion and helper for a number of
years. How practical that comfort was! Sec-
ond, Jehovah revealed this thrilling news: “I
have let seven thousand remain in Israel, all
the knees that have not bent down to Baal,
and every mouth that has not kissed him.”
(1 Kings 19:18) Elijah was far from alone. It
must have warmed his heart to hear of those
thousands of faithful people who refused to
worship Baal. They needed Elijah to keep up
his faithful service, to set an example of un-
shakable loyalty to Jehovah in those dark
times. Elijah must have been deeply touched
to hear those words through Jehovah’s mes-
senger, the “calm, low voice” of his God.

Like Elijah, we may be awestruck by the
immense natural forces evident in creation,
and rightly so. Creation vividly reflects on
the power of the Creator. (Romans 1:20) Je-
hovah still loves to use his limitless might
to help his faithful servants. (2 Chronicles
16:9) However, God speaks most fully to us
through the pages of his Word, the Bible.
(Isaiah 30:21) In a sense, the Bible is like that
“calm, low voice,” whereby Jehovah guides
us today, corrects us, encourages us, and re-
assures us of his love.

Did Elijah accept the comfort Jehovah gave
him on Mount Horeb? Without a doubt!
Soon he was back in action, once more the
bold, faithful prophet who stood up against
the wickedness of false worship. If we like-
wise take to heart the inspired words of God,
“the comfort from the Scriptures,” we will be
able to imitate the faith of Elijah.—Romans
15:4.



OUR READERS ASK . ..

Does God value one race above others?

® No, he does not. The Bible clearly states: “God
is not partial, but in every nation the man that
fears him and works righteousness is acceptable
to him.”—Acts 10:34, 35.

God'’s viewpoint in this regard is much loftier
than that of imperfect humans. Many people
believe that one race (usually their own) is su-
perior to others. Such bias reflects the thinking
of Charles Darwin, who wrote: “At some future
period, . . . the civilised races of man will almost
certainly exterminate, and replace, the savage
races.” Sadly, many have indeed been victim-
ized by those of other races who saw them-
selves as superior.

Do feelings of racial superiority have any mer-
it? For example, has science proved that some
races are genetically superior, while others are
inferior? On the contrary, geneticist and Oxford
professor Bryan Sykes states: “There’s no genet-
ic basis for any kind of rigid ethnic or racial clas-
sification. . . . I’'m always asked is there Greek
DNA or an lItalian gene, but, of course, there
isnt. ... We’re very closely related.”

Such findings harmonize with what we read
in the Scriptures. The Bible teaches that God
created just one man and one woman, from
whom all other humans descended. (Genesis
3:20; Acts 17:26) In God’s eyes, then, there is
really only one race—the human race.

Jehovah attaches no significance at all to a
person’s skin color or facial features. Rather, He
values something of far greater importance
—our figurative heart, or the person we are in-
side. He states: “People judge others by what
they look like, but | judge people by what is in
their hearts.” (1 Samuel 16:7, Contemporary En-
glish Version) Remembering that fact can be of
great encouragement to us. How so?

Regardless of our racial background, many of
us are dissatisfied with aspects of our physical
appearance, yet we have little power to change
such things. However, we can improve what
matters most—the thoughts and feelings of our
heart. (Colossians 3:9-11) If we are honest with
ourselves, we may realize that we are inclined to
feel at least a little superior, or perhaps inferior,
to people of another race. Since neither view-
point is compatible with God’s thinking, we
should work hard to remove any such feelings
from our heart.—Psalm 139:23, 24.

As we strive to see ourselves and others the
way Jehovah does, we can be sure of his help.
His Word reminds us: “As regards Jehovah, his
eyes are roving about through all the earth to
show his strength in behalf of those whose
heart is complete toward him.” (2 Chronicles
16:9) That is true no matter what race we hap-
pen to belong to.
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Who Made the Laws
That Govern Our Umverse"

AVE you grasped the celestial laws?” (Job

38:33, The New Jerusalem Bible) In ask-

ing Job that question, God was helping His

troubled servant to understand just how little

humans really know in comparison with the

limitless wisdom of the Creator. What do you
think of that comparison?

Humans have learned a great deal about
the laws that govern the physical heavens,
but most scientists will readily admit that
there is much yet to be learned. Again and
again, new discoveries have led scientists to
rethink their theories on the workings of the
universe. Have new findings rendered God’s
question to Job obsolete? Or does such prog-
ress actually furnish proof that Jehovah is the
Author of the laws of the heavens?

The Bible contains fascinating statements
that help to answer such questions. Granted,
the Bible does not claim to be a science book.
However, when it comments on the starry
heavens, what it says is amazingly accurate
and often far ahead of its time.

Some Historical Perspective

To provide some perspective, let us go to
the fourth century B.C.E., about a century af-
ter the writing of the Old Testament—the He-
brew portion of the Bible—was completed. At
that time, the Greek philosopher Aristotle
was teaching the leading scholars of his day
about the physical heavens. Today, he is still
ranked among the most influential scientists
who ever lived. (See the box on page 25.) Ac-
cording to the Encyclopeedia Britannica, “Aris-

; 24 THE WATCHTOWER e JULY 1, 2011

totle was the first genuine scientist in history.
.. Every scientist is in his debt.”

Aristotle carefully worked out a model for
the cosmos. He proposed a system in which
the earth was at the center of a universe made
of over 50 crystalline spheres, one nestled in-
side the other. The stars were affixed to the
outermost sphere, the planets to spheres near-
er the earth. Everything beyond earth was
eternal, changeless. Those ideas may sound
tanciful to us today, but they influenced men
of science for some 2,000 years.

How, though, do Aristotle’s teachings com-
pare with those in the Bible? Which teach-
ings have withstood the test of time? Let us
consider three questions about the laws that
govern our universe. The answers will help us
build faith in the Author of the Bible, the
Lawmaker behind “the statutes of the heav-

ns.”—Job 38:33.

1. Is the Universe Rigid?

Aristotle reasoned that the celestial spheres
were rigid. The one holding the stars in place,
like the others, could neither shrink nor ex-
pand.

Does the Bible offer a sim-
ilar conjecture? No; it states
nothing dogmatically on
this point. However, note
the interesting word picture
that it presents: “There is
One who is dwelling above
the circle of the earth, the
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dwellers in which are as grasshoppers, the
One who is stretching out the heavens just as
a fine gauze, who spreads them out like a tent
in which to dwell.”—Isaiah 40:22.*

Which proves more fitting today—Aristot-
le’s model or the Bible’s imagery? How does
modern cosmology view the universe? In the
20th century, astronomers were amazed to
learn that the universe is anything but rigid.
In fact, the galaxies appear to be moving rap-
idly away from one another. Few scientists, if
any, had ever imagined such expansion of
the universe. Today, cosmologists generally
believe that the universe started out in a very
compact state and has been expanding ever

* It is remarkable that the Bible calls the earth a circle,
or sphere, as the Hebrew word may also be translated. Ar-
istotle and other Greeks of ancient times theorized that the
earth is spherical, but this question was still debated mil-
lenniums later.

A Profound
Influence

the famous philosopher Pla-
to and later tutored the

since. In effect, science has rendered Aristot-
le’s model obsolete.

What about the Bible’s words? It is not
hard to imagine such a man as the prophet
Isaiah looking at the starry sky draped ele-
gantly overhead and finding that the image
of a tent stretched out was remarkably apt.*
He might even have noted the similarity be-
tween the Milky Way and the appearance of
“fine gauze.”

Further, Isaiah’s words invite us to create
mental pictures. We may imagine a tent of Bi-
ble times; perhaps we envision a relatively
small bundle of sturdy fabric being opened,
unfurled, and spread out before being raised
up on poles and becoming a home. Similarly,
we may imagine a merchant picking up a

*This metaphor is used repeatedly in the Bible.—Job
9:8; Psalm 104:2; Isaiah 42:5; 44:24; 51:13; Zechariah 12:1.

living things were not ob-
served and studied again

“Aristotle was the greatest
philosopher and scientist of
the ancient world.” So says
the book The 100—A Ranking
of the Most Influential Per-
sons in History. It is not hard
to see why such statements
are made about this un-
usual man. Aristotle (384-
322 B.C.E.) was a student of

prince who became Alexan-
der the Great. According to
ancient lists, Aristotle’s pro-
digious output included
some 170 books, 47 of which
have survived. He wrote ex-
tensively on astronomy, biol-
ogy, chemistry, zoology,
physics, geology, and psy-
chology. Some of the minute
details he recorded about

From the book A General History for Colleges and High Schools, 1900

for centuries. “Aristotle’s
influence upon all later
Western thought has
been immense,” notes
The 100. It adds, how-
ever: “Admiration for
Aristotle became so
great that in late me-
dieval times it ap-
proached idolatry.”




small bundle of fine gauze and stretching it
out for a customer to inspect. In either case,
something relatively compact is spread out
and becomes larger to our eyes.

Of course, we are not saying that the Bible’s
poetic imagery of a tent and fine gauze is
meant to explain the expansion of the physi-
cal universe. Is it not fascinating, though,
that the Bible offers a description of the uni-
verse that fits in so well with modern science?
Isaiah lived more than three centuries before
Aristotle’s day and thousands of years be-
fore science provided compelling evidence
on this subject. Yet, the description penned
by this humble Hebrew prophet does not
need to be revised as does the ingenious mod-
el designed by Aristotle.

2. What Holds the
Heavenly Bodies in Place?

To Aristotle, the universe was packed full.
He saw the earth and its atmosphere as com-
posed of four elements—earth, water, air, and
fire. The universe beyond was filled with crys-
talline spheres, all composed of an eternal
substance he called ether. The heavenly bod-
ies were attached to the invisible spheres. Ar-
istotle’s idea long appealed to most men of
science, for it seemed to fit a basic assump-
tion: An object must rest on or be attached to
something, or else it will fall.

What about the Bible? It contains a record
of the words of a faithful man named Job,
who said about Jehovah: “He is . . . hanging
the earth upon nothing.” (Job 26:7) Such a
notion would surely have struck Aristotle as
preposterous.

In the 17th century C.E., some 3,000 years
after Job’s day, prevailing scientific theory
held that the universe was filled, not with
crystalline spheres, but with a kind of flu-
id. Late in that century, though, physicist
Sir Isaac Newton proposed a completely dif-
ferent idea. Gravity, he said, caused an attrac-
tion between the heavenly bodies. Newton
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Gravity holds heavenly
bodies in place

Pleiades star cluster

had come one step closer to understanding
that the earth and other heavenly bodies did
indeed hang in empty space, what would ap-
pear to humans as “nothing.”

Newton's theory about gravity met with a
great deal of opposition. It was still hard for
many scientifically minded men to envision
that stars and other heavenly bodies were not
held in place by something substantial. How
could our massive earth or the heavenly orbs
simply hang there in space? The idea struck
some as supernatural. Since Aristotle’s day,
most men of science had believed that space
must be filled with something.

Of course, Job knew nothing of the invisi-
ble means by which the earth is held in a
stable orbit around the sun. What, then, led
him to say that our planet hangs “upon noth-
ing”?



Further, the notion that nothing holds up
the earth raises another question: What keeps
it and other heavenly bodies on course? No-
tice the fascinating words with which God
once addressed Job: “Can you tie fast the
bonds of the Kimah constellation, or can you
loosen the very cords of the Kesil constella-
tion?” (Job 38:31) Night after night of his
long life, Job saw those familiar star forma-
tions rise and set.” But why did they look the
same, year after year, decade after decade?
What bonds held those stars, and all other
heavenly bodies, in their relative positions?
Surely, thinking about that was awe-inspiring
to Job.

If the stars were simply af-
fixed to celestial spheres, there
would be no need for such
bonds. Only thousands of
years later did scientists learn
more about the invisible
“bonds” or “cords” that hold
the heavenly bodies togeth-
er in their long, slow dance
through the blackness of
space. Isaac Newton and later Albert Einstein
became famous for their discoveries in this
field. Of course, Job knew nothing of the
forces God uses to bind the heavenly bodies
together. Yet, the inspired words in the book
of Job have withstood the test of time far bet-
ter than have the notions of the learned Aris-
totle. Who but the Lawmaker could have
such insight?

3. Eternal or Subject to Decay?
Aristotle believed that there was an enor-
mous distinction between the heavens and
the earth. The earth, he said, is subject to
change, decay, and deterioration, whereas

* “Kimah constellation” may have referred to the
Pleiades star group. “Kesil constellation” was probably a
reference to the Orion constellation. It takes tens of thou-
sands of years for such star formations to change signif-
icantly.

the ether of which the starry heavens are
made is utterly changeless, eternal. Aristotle’s
crystalline spheres and the heavenly bodies
attached to them could never change, wear
out, or die.

Is that what the Bible teaches? Psalm
102:25-27 reads: “Long ago you laid the foun-
dations of the earth itself, and the heavens
are the work of your hands. They themselves
will perish, but you yourself will keep stand-
ing; and just like a garment they will all of
them wear out. Just like clothing you will re-
place them, and they will finish their turn.
But you are the same, and your own years will
not be completed.”

Note that this psalmist, writing perhaps
two centuries before Aristotle’s time, does not
contrast the earth with the starry heavens, as
if the earth is subject to decay while the stars
are eternal. Rather, he sets both heaven and
earth in contrast with God, the mighty Spirit
who directed their creation.” This psalm sug-
gests that the stars are as subject to decay as
anything on the earth. And what has modern
science found?

The science of geology supports both the
Bible and Aristotle in saying that the earth is
subject to decay. In fact, the rocks of our earth
are ever wearing down through erosion and
being replenished through volcanic and oth-
er geologic activity.

What, though, about the stars? Are they
naturally subject to decay, as the Bible sug-
gests, or are they inherently eternal, as Aris-
totle taught? European astronomers began to
doubt Aristotle’s notion of eternal stars in the
16th century C.E. when, for the first time,
they observed a supernova, the spectacular
explosion of a star. Scientists have since ob-
served that stars may die violently in such

* Because Jehovah used his only-begotten spirit Son as
the “master worker” to bring all things into existence, the
words of this passage may also be applied to the Son.
—Proverbs 8:30, 31; Colossians 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:10.
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explosions or burn out slowly or even col-
lapse on themselves. However, astronomers
have also observed new stars forming in ‘stel-
lar nurseries,” clouds of gas enriched by the
explosions of old stars. Hence, the Bible writ-
er’s image of clothing wearing out and being
replaced is entirely appropriate.* How re-
markable that this psalmist of ancient times
managed to write words that harmonize so
well with modern-day discoveries!

Still, you might wonder: ‘Does the Bible
teach that the earth or the starry heavens as a
whole will one day come to an end or need
replacing?’ No, the Bible promises that they
will last forever. (Psalm 104:5; 119:90) But
that is not because such creations are eternal
in themselves; rather, the God who created
them promises to sustain them. (Psalm 148:
4-6) He does not say how, but does it not

*In the 19th century, scientist William Thomson, also
known as Lord Kelvin, discovered the second law of
thermodynamics, which explains why, over time, natural
systems tend to decay and break down. One factor that in-
spired him to reach this conclusion was a careful study of
Psalm 102:25-27.

ESA/Hubble

Some stars end in
a supernova

New stars are formed
in a stellar “nursery”

stand to reason that the One who created the
universe would have the power to sustain it?
In a similar way, a master builder might lov-
ingly maintain a house he built for himself
and his family.

Who Should Get the Glory
and the Honor?

Contemplating a few of the laws of the
heavens sheds brilliant light on this question.
When we consider who caused the innumer-
able stars to stretch out across the vastness of
space, who holds them in place with the
bonds of gravity, and who sustains them
through their endless cycles, are we not filled
with awe?

Perhaps the reasons for such awe are best

expressed at Isaiah 40:26: “Raise your eyes
high up and see. Who has created these
things? It is the One who is bringing forth
the army of them even by number, all of
whom he calls even by name.” The stars are
well likened to an army, which may comprise
vast numbers of individual soldiers. Without
instructions from a commander, that
army would be nothing but a mob in
chaos. Without laws from Jehovah,
the planets, stars, and galaxies would
not follow orderly paths; all would be
chaos. Instead, just picture an army
of billions with a Commander who
not only orders the movements of
his troops but also knows by heart
each soldier’s name, whereabouts,
and condition!
The laws of the heavens give us a glimpse
into the limitless mind of this Commander.
Who else could have designed such laws and
inspired men to write accurately on such sub-
jects centuries and even millenniums before
scientists understood them? Without ques-
tion, then, we have all the reasons in the uni-
verse to give Jehovah “the glory and the hon-
or.”—Revelation 4:11.

J. Hester and P. Scowen (AZ State Univ.), NASA



SILVER DENARIUS
WITH IMAGE
OF TIBERIUS

DID YOU KNOW?

How did Jewish religious leaders of Jesus’ day

view the common people?

= |n the first century C.E., the social and
religious hierarchy of Israel despised
those who had little or no learning. The
Pharisees are quoted as saying: “This
crowd that does not know the Law are
accursed people.”—John 7:49.
Extra-Biblical sources show that the
privileged classes contemptuously
called the uneducated masses ‘am ha-
’a’rets, or “people of the land.” Origi-
nally, this was a term of respect for
citizens of a specific territory. It em-
braced not only the poor and lowly
but also the prominent.—Genesis 23:7,
footnote; 2 Kings 23:35; Ezekiel 22:29.
By Jesus’ day, however, the term was
used to brand those who were consid-
ered ignorant of the Mosaic Law or

who failed to observe the minutiae of
rabbinic traditions. The Mishnah (a col-
lection of commentaries that became
the foundation of the Talmud) warns
against staying in the homes of ‘am ha-
’a’rets. According to The Encyclopedia of
Talmudic Sages, second-century scholar
Rabbi Meir taught: “When a man mar-
ries his daughter to an am ha’aretz it is
as if he bound her and placed her in
front of a lion who steps on his victim
before devouring her.” The Talmud
quotes another rabbi as stating that
“uneducated people will not be resur-
rected.”

What is the significance of the name Caesar

as used in the Bible?

= Caesar was the Roman family name
of Gaius Julius Caesar, who was ap-
pointed dictator of Rome in 46 B.C.E.
Several subsequent Roman emperors
laid claim to the name Caesar, includ-
ing three mentioned by name in the Bi-
ble—Augustus, Tiberius, and Claudius.
—Luke 2:1; 3:1; Acts 11:28.

In 14 C.E., Tiberius became emperor
and ruled for the entire period of Jesus’
ministry. He thus was the Caesar in
power when Jesus, in answering a
question about paying taxes, said: “Pay
back Caesar’s things to Caesar, but
God'’s things to God.” (Mark 12:17) Ev-
idently, Jesus did not intend for his re-
sponse to be limited to Tiberius. Rather,

“Caesar” symbolized the civil authority,
the State.

In about 58 C.E. when facing the
threat of a miscarriage of justice, the
apostle Paul exercised his right as a Ro-
man citizen to appeal to Caesar. (Acts
25:8-11) By so doing, Paul asked to be
judged, not specifically by Nero, em-
peror at the time, but by the highest
court of the empire.

The family name Caesar became so
closely tied with sovereign rule that
even after the end of the Caesarean dy-
nasty, the name was retained as a regal
title.
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FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

How to Resist Temptation
JOSEPH—PART 1

Instructions: Do this exercise in quiet surroundings. As you read the
scriptures, imagine that you are part of the event. Visualize the scene.
Hear the voices. Feel the emotions of the characters. Let the account
come to life.

Main characters: Joseph, Potiphar’s wife
Summary: Joseph resists temptation to have sex with Potiphar’s wife.

© ANALYZE THE SCENE.—READ GENESIS 39:1-12.

Describe the grandeur of Potiphar’s house as you imagine it.

How do you picture Joseph’s appearance? (Clue: Reread verse 6.)

What emotions do you sense in Joseph’s voice as he speaks to Potiphar’s wife in
verses 8 and 9?7

@ DIG DEEPER.

What might have made it tempting for Joseph to compromise his morals? (Clue:
Read Philippians 2:12, and think about Joseph’s circumstances. At the time, for

example, where were Joseph’s family members and fellow worshippers of Jeho-
vah?)

Why, do you think, did Joseph feel that committing adultery would be a sin
against God when, at the time, there was no law from God against adultery?
(Clue: Read and reflect on the following scriptures: Genesis 2:24; 12:17, 18;
Romans 2:14, 15; and Hebrews 5:14.)
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© APPLY WHAT YOU LEARNED. WRITE DOWN
WHAT YOU LEARNED ABOUT . . .

The connection between self-control and dig-

nity.

The benefits that come to those who adhere to
God’s moral standards

The need to train your “perceptive powers.”
(Hebrews 5:14)

FOR FURTHER APPLICATION.

In what area(s) of life could you be more deci-
sive when it comes to resisting sexual tempta-
tion? (Clue: Read and reflect on Job 31:1; Psalm
119:37; Ephesians 5:3, 4.)

@ WHAT ASPECT OF THIS ACCOUNT IS MOST
MEANINGFUL TO YOU, AND WHY?

DON’'T HAVE
ABIBLE,

ASK JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
FOR ONE, OR
READ IT ONLINE AT

www.watchtower.org




What was God’s purpose in creating the
earth? SEe PAGES 4-6.

Is it possible to fill your life with greater meaning?
If so, how? SEE PAGES 7-9.

What is the Kingdom for which Jesus taught us to pray?
SEE PAGES 16-17.

Is any one race superior to another?
SEE PAGE 23.
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