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What Would
You Change?

<4 Which factor about our
world disturbs you the
most?

Which of the
following would you
most like to see?

v

PEACE BETWEEN NATIONS

AFFORDABLE AND BETTER HEALTH CARE
END OF DISCRIMINATION

PLENTY OF FOOD AND DRINKING WATER
SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS

A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT

JUSTICE FOR EVERYONE

Will your vision of a changed world ever
be achieved? Some would say that the
answer rests with government. Can
world rulers change our world for the
better? What do the facts reveal?



What Must
Change?

“Government is not the
solution to our problem;
government is the problem.”
—Ronald W. Reagan, in his inaugural

address as 40th president of
the United States.

ORE than three decades have passed

since Ronald Reagan made that state-
ment. At that time, the United States faced
a colossal challenge—“an economic afflic-
tion of great proportions,” Reagan called it.
“We suffer from the longest and one of the
worst sustained inflations in our national his-
tory,” he explained. “For decades we have
piled deficit upon deficit, mortgaging our fu-
ture and our children’s future for the tempo-
rary convenience of the present. To continue
this long trend is to guarantee tremendous
social, cultural, political, and economic up-
heavals.”

As bleak as his outlook may have seemed,
Reagan was not entirely pessimistic. He stat-
ed: “The economic ills we suffer have come
upon us over several decades. They will not
go away in days, weeks, or months, but they
will go away.—Italics ours.

How does the situation appear today? A
2009 report of the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development stated: “Increas-
ing numbers of people are . . . vulnerable
to overburdened infrastructure, inade-
quate housing, and outmoded health sys-
tems. In fact, [the United Nations agency]
UN-HABITAT projects that within three de-
cades, one of three people will live in near to-
tal despair—lacking sanitation and clean
water, exposed to the imminent effects of cli-
mate change, fueling the spread of disease
and possible pandemics.”

A Global Concern
Regardless of where you live, consider the
following questions:
Do you feel more secure financially
than you did a decade ago?

Awake'® THIS JOURNAL IS PUBLISHED for the

. enlightenment of the entire family. It
shows how to cope with today’s problems. It reports
the news, tells about people in many lands, examines
religion and science. But it does more. It probes beneath
the surface and points to the real meaning behind
current events, yet it always stays politically neutral and
does not exalt one race above another. Most important,
this magazine builds confidence in the Creator’s promise
of a peaceful and secure new world that is about to
replace the present wicked, lawless system of things.

This publication is not for sale. It is provided as part of a worldwide Bible educa-
tional work supported by voluntary donations. Unless otherwise indicated, Scrip-
ture quotations are from the modern-language New World Translation of the Holy
Scriptures—With References.

Awake! (ISSN 0005-237X) is published monthly by Watchtower Bible and Tract
Society of New York, Inc.; L. Weaver, Jr., President; G. F. Simonis, Secretary-
Treasurer; 25 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11201-2483, and by Watch Tow-
er Bible and Tract Society of Canada, PO Box 4100, Georgetown, ON L7G 4Y4.
Periodicals Postage Paid at Brooklyn, N.Y., and at additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Awake!, 1000 Red Mills Road,
Wallkill, NY 12589-3299. © 2012 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsyl-
vania. All rights reserved. Printed in Canada.

Vol. 93, No. 7 Monthly ENGLISH



What do young people say A 2009 survey conducted

they would change about by the Bertelsmann Founda-
the world? According to the tion in Germany revealed the
Web site 4children.org, a greatest concerns of some
survey in Britain of some 500 young people between
2,000 children between the the ages of 14 and 18.

ages of 4 and 14 revealed
that they would do the
following:
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GLOBAL EPIDEMICS AND

ILLNESSES

® Do you believe that your health care is
more than adequate for you and your family?

® Do you see cleaner surroundings and an
improved environment?

® As you look to the future, can you see
things improving over the next 10, 20, or 30
years?

A Social Contract

Many governments have what is called a
social contract—a written or implied agree-

Among the issues that
young people considered
to be of less importance
were terrorism and the
growing population.
Even the financial crisis
registered low on their
list of priorities. Accord-
ing to the Bertelsmann
Foundation’s interpreta-
tion, this may be because
the young respondents
have not yet been affect-
ed by these problems in
real life.

ment between rulers and citizens that speci-
fies the rights and duties of both sides. Gen-
erally, for example, citizens are expected to
abide by the laws of a country, to pay tax-
es, and to contribute toward a safe environ-
ment. Rulers, in turn, usually promise such
things as adequate health care, equality, and
economic security.

How have governments performed in
those three areas? Consider the evidence on
the following three pages.




Adequate Health Care

What people would like to see: Affordable treatment
and effective cures.

The reality:

® A report on sanitation and hygiene released by
the World Bank states that “every day 6,000 children
die from diseases associated with inadequate sanita-
tion, poor hygiene, and unsafe water. Diarrhea alone
kills one child every 20 seconds.”

® A major investigation in 2008 by the World
Health Organization (WHO) into the way health
care is handled in “rich and poor countries” conclud-
ed that it is “dangerously out of balance” and is “fail-
ing to respond to rising social expectations for health
care that is people-centred, fair, affordable and ef-
ficient.”

Two years later, WHO found that “governments
worldwide are struggling to pay for health care. As
populations get older, as more people suffer chronic
diseases, and as new and more expensive treatments
appear, health costs soar.”

® A deadly twist to health care has emerged: So-
called miracle drugs may no longer work. Infec-
tions that used to kill millions of people years ago,
such as leprosy and tuberculosis, were tamed by anti-
biotics, the first of which were introduced in the
1940’s. But now, according to WHO’s report World
Health Day 2011, “the emergence and spread of drug-
resistant pathogens has accelerated. More and more
essential medicines are failing. The therapeutic arse-
nal is shrinking.”

What must change: We need to see the fulfillment of
the Bible prophecy that foretells a time when “no res-
ident will say: ‘I am sick.’ ”—Isaiah 33:24.




Justice and Equality

What people would like to see: An end to prejudice
against minority groups and mistreatment of women;
a balance between the extremes of wealth and pov-
erty.

The reality:

® A report by the Leadership Conference on Civil
Rights Education Fund stated: “Violence directed at
individuals, houses of worship, and community insti-
tutions because of prejudice based on race, religion,
sexual orientation, or national origin remains un-
acceptably high and continues to be a serious prob-
lem in America.”

@ “Millions of women worldwide continue to ex-
perience injustice, violence and inequality in their
homes, the workplace and public life,” says a United
Nations press release based on the report Progress of
the World's Women: In Pursuit of Justice. For example,
in Afghanistan, some 85 percent of women have no
medical assistance when they give birth. In Yemen,
there are no laws against domestic violence. In the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, on average, more
than a thousand women are raped each day.

® In October 2011, U.N. Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon stated: “Our world is one of terrible con-
tradictions. Plenty of food but one billion people go
hungry. Lavish lifestyles for a few, but poverty for too
many others. Huge advances in medicine while moth-
ers die everyday in childbirth . . . Billions spent on
weapons to kill people instead of keeping them safe.”

What must change: We need to see fair treatment of
minority groups and women and an end to those who
“wrest away justice from the afflicted ones.”—Isaiah
10:1, 2.
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Economic Security

What people would like to see: Employment for all;
financial security.

The reality:

® Worldwatch Institute reports that “there are
more potential workers to drive economic expansion,
but the number of available jobs may not keep pace.
Given the current economic downturn, the Interna-
tional Labor Organization (ILO) estimates that the
ranks of the unemployed reached 205 million people
in 2010.”

® “The global economy is on the verge of a new
and deeper jobs recession that may ignite social un-
rest, the International Labour Organization (ILO)
has warned,” states a BBC news report. “The recent
slowdown in growth suggested that only half the jobs
needed would be created. . . . The group [ILO] also
measured levels of discontent over the lack of jobs
and anger over perceptions that the burden of the cri-
sis was not being fairly shared. It said scores of coun-
tries faced the possibility of social unrest, particular-
ly those in the EU and the Arab region.”

® In the United States, “average credit card debt
now exceeds $11,000, triple what it was in 1990,” says
the book The Narcissism Epidemic, published in 2009.
Many people go into debt, the authors assert, simply

~ to project an image of wealth. “Americans see people
" with fancy cars and clothes and assume they must be

rich,” the book says. “In reality, it is often safer to as-
sume that they are in debt.”

What must change: There should be employment for
all, along with a balanced view of spending. The Bi-
ble acknowledges that “money is for a protection”
but also warns that “the love of money is a root of all
sorts of injurious things.”—Ecclesiastes 7:12; 1 Timo-
thy 6:10.

From the information on pages 4 through 8, it may
seem that there is little basis for confidence in the
future. However, the situation is not hopeless. Our
world will change for the better—but not through the
efforts of human governments.




What Will
Change?

“Nation will not lift up sword against nation.”
“No resident will say: I am sick.””
“Death will be no more.”

HE statements above might seem too
good to be true. But we can be sure that
they are more than wishful thinking. Why?
Because those are not the empty pledges of
politicians who are powerless to change our
world. Rather, the promises quoted above are
found in the Bible.*

Many people feel that the Bible is an an-
cient book that has no relevance to our day.
Is that what you believe? If so, why not take
a closer look at what the Bible contains? The
fact is, the Bible is the only sacred book that
traces mankind’s history to the very begin-
ning. It explains the following:

® How the human race fell into despair.
—Romans 5:12.

® How God purposes to remedy the situa-
tion.—John 3:16.

® Why governments cannot change our
world.—Jeremiah 10:23.

® Why we can trust God’s promise to do
so.—Joshua 23:14.

Will God really eliminate starvation, war,
sickness, and death from the human experi-
ence? Such a prospect is not difficult to be-
lieve once you accept the following:

1. God created us.

2. He cares about us.

3. He has the power to change the world.
4. He purposes to do so.

* The quotations at the top of this page are from Isaiah 2:4;
Isaiah 33:24; and Revelation 21:4.

L 2i82a280000008

Are there good reasons to accept those
four points? Jehovah’s Witnesses, who pub-
lish this magazine, invite you to find out for
yourself through a study of the Bible.

Perhaps you own a Bible but seldom read
it or do not read it at all. Even many people
who read the Bible say that they find it dif-
ficult to understand. If that is true of you, we
invite you to contact Jehovah’s Witnesses for
a free home Bible study. Millions of people
worldwide are benefiting from that arrange-
ment. How does it work?

Each week, without charge, one or two of
Jehovah’s Witnesses can come to your home
or another convenient location to discuss the
Bible with you. These Bible study sessions
will help you to answer such questions as,
Why do we suffer? Why are man’s govern-
ments powerless to change the world? What
is God’s Kingdom, and how will it accom-
plish what human governments cannot?”

For more information on how you can
benefit from a home Bible study, contact Je-
hovah’s Witnesses locally or visit our Web
site www.jw.org. You may also write to the
appropriate address found on page 5 of this
magazine.

* See also the article “The Bible’s Viewpoint: Who Can
Change Our World?” on pages 26 and 27 of this magazine.
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“Sea Bugs”

For Your
Dining Pleasure

A group of famished patrons are seated inside a
New York City restaurant. Using metal tools, they
deftly break open the body armor of the huge
insectlike creatures before them. Ignoring the
retractable, tube-mounted eyes that seem to stare
up at them from their plates, the eager diners bite
into the tender, sweet meat. What are they eating?
“Sea bugs”—more commonly known as lobsters.



HY are lobsters called sea bugs? Fish-

ermen could not help but note the re-
semblance to insects when these hard-shelled
sea creatures crawled along the decks of their
boats.

But there is another similarity. During the
1700’s, lobsters covered the northeast coast-
line of the United States like swarms of in-
sects. These crustaceans were caught and
spread on fields as fertilizer. They were used
as fishing bait. They were fed to prison in-
mates. In those days, lobsters were so com-
monplace that a group of upset indentured
servants in that region won a legal judgment
decreeing that they would not be fed lobster
more than three times a week!

In contrast, for distant city dwellers, lob-
ster was a rare treat. Why? Because after its
death, a lobster decays rapidly and cannot be
preserved by salting or drying. By the mid-
1800’s, however, producers started canning
lobsters, and thus more people were able to
enjoy their delicious flavor. In addition, the
arrival of railroads made it possible to ship
live lobsters across the United States. As a re-
sult, demand for lobster spiked. Still, trans-
porting fresh lobster was expensive, and thus
it was a luxury to be enjoyed only by the
wealthy.

Today fishermen catch varieties of lobster
along coastlines throughout the world. The

American lobster can be found in the Atlan-
tic Ocean from Newfoundland to North Car-
olina. A major international source of lob-
sters is Maine, in the northeastern United
States. From there, cooked and live lobsters
are exported around the world. Suppliers
may transport as much as 80,000 pounds
(36,287 kg) of lobster in a single aircraft.

Corporations often mass-produce profit-
able global food products. But this is not so
with lobster. For the most part, lobster fisher-
men are self-employed local residents. They
do not artificially farm the lobsters in hatch-
eries but travel to the lobsters’ habitat—in this
case, the Atlantic Ocean.

How to Catch a Lobster

How do lobster fishermen catch their
prey? To answer that question, Awake! spoke
with Jack, a fourth-generation lobster fisher-
man in Bar Harbor, Maine. Jack began fish-
ing at the age of 17, and he works in the same
bay as did his great-grandfather. Jack’s wife,
Annette, is also in the business. “I married

1. Jack hauls up the lobster trap

2. Annette and Jack remove the lobsters
through a small opening in the metal cage

3. Each lobster is measured with
a lobster gauge
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THE HAZARDS OF
LOBSTER FISHING

Lobster fishing might seem to be a
safe profession. But it is not. For ex-
ample, the National Institute for Occu-
pational Safety and Health (NIOSH)
says that “from 1993 to 1997, the
occupational fatality rate for lobster-
men in Maine was 14 per 100,000
licensed lobstermen, more than 2.5
times the national average (4.8 per
100,000 workers) for all industries.”

According to NIOSH, a U.S. Coast
Guard investigation found that “lob-
stermen often become entangled in
loose line on deck, are pulled over-
board by the traps, and drown when
they cannot free themselves from the
line or are unable to reboard the ves-
sel.” In a survey of 103 lobster fisher-
men, conducted from 1999 to 2000,
nearly 3 out of 4 reported that at some
point they had become entangled by
trap line, although not all were pulled
overboard. Safety measures have been
recommended so that lobster fisher-
men could either have the tools to cut
themselves free or prevent entangle-
ment in the first place.
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into fishing,” she says. “For two years
I was an apprentice on Jack’s boat, and later
I bought my own.”

How do Jack and Annette trap lobsters?
“We take a lobster pot, a rectangular metal
cage with a small opening,” Annette explains,
“and inside it we put a mesh bag full of bait,
typically herring.” The fishermen attach each
trap to a buoy. “The fishermen each paint
their buoys a different color so that later they
can be identified,” Annette says.

Once the trap is thrown overboard, it sinks
to the bottom of the ocean, and the color-
coded buoy floats above it so that the fisher-
men can readily locate their traps. “We let
the traps soak in the water for a few days,”
says Annette, “and then we go back and haul
them aboard. When a lobster is inside, we
take it out and measure it.” Conscientious
fishermen like Jack and Annette return small
lobsters to the ocean; some female lobsters
are also set free to produce more young.

Next, the fishermen head for nearby docks
to sell their live harvest. Aside from some
groups working collectively, there are no
signed contracts—just local fishermen selling
to local handlers. As mentioned earlier, lob-
ster fishing has largely escaped the practice
of artificial farming. “Some lobstermen have
been given permission to bring in egg-bearing
females,” Jack says. “They hatch the eggs and
raise them for a short time and then release
them into the water. This practice increases
the lobsters’ survival rate.”

Lobster fishing may not be the easiest way
to make a living or the best way to become
rich. But if you ask these fishermen, they will
speak of other rewards—the freedom of own-
ing their own small business or of continuing
a community and family tradition or of hav-
ing the pleasure that comes from living and
working on the coastline. Best of all, it brings
deep satisfaction to these fishermen to know
that their precious catch of “sea bugs” will be
enjoyed by hungry diners all over the world.



HELP FOR
CHILDREN
WHO

GRIEVE

It is certainly not easy to break
the news to an adult about
the death of a loved one. But
imagine having to tell a child.

OR many children the experience of los-

ing a family member or friend can be
confusing—even frightening. Helping a child
through this period presents a challenge, es-
pecially for grief-stricken parents. After all,
they too need emotional support.

Some parents try to soften the blow by
telling the child that the deceased one has
left them or gone away. However, such ex-
pressions are misleading and deceptive. How,
then, can you talk to a child about death?

Renato and Isabelle faced such a chal-
lenge. When their three-and-a-half-year-old
daughter, Nicolle, died, they had to help their
son, Felipe, who was five years old at the
time, to cope with the loss.

Awake!: How did you explain Nicolle’s
death to Felipe?

Isabelle: We sought to be honest and en-
tirely open about it. We encouraged him to
ask questions, and we always tried to answer

them in terms a child his age could under-
stand. Nicolle died from a bacterial infec-
tion, so we told him that a little bug had got
into her body and the doctors had not been
able to kill it.

Awake!: Did you share your religious be-
liefs about death with Felipe?

Renato: We are Jehovah’s Witnesses, and
we knew that talking about our Bible-based
beliefs regarding death would comfort Fe-
lipe. The Bible is very clear—it teaches that
the dead are unconscious. (Ecclesiastes 9:5)
We reasoned that if we discussed this with
Felipe, it would dispel any fears he might
have—for example, about being left alone at
night.

Isabelle: The Bible also teaches that those
who have died will be resurrected on a para-
dise earth. We believe that, and we felt that
our belief would help Felipe too. So we talked
to him about what the Bible teaches. We
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The books listed below, published by Jehovah's
Witnesses, can comfort those who have lost
a loved one in death.

FOR ADULTS:

e v
' \ i

A

WHAT DOES
THE BIBLE

FOR
PRETEENS:

i Really TEACH?
[ -]._EARN FROM T_HE_' _hl
Chapter 6: |G
Where Are the
9

Lzl Chapter 34;

Chapter 7: What Will Happen

Real Hope for if We Die?

Your Loved Ones

: Chapter 35;:

Who Have Died We Can Wake Up
From Death!
Chapter 36:
Who Will Be
Resurrected?
Where Will They Live?

FOR YOUNG

CHILDREN:

My Book of

FOR
ADOLESCENTS:

Story 92: v

Jesus Raises oot

the Dead
Chapter 16:
Is It Normal to Grieve
the Way | Do?

talked about the Bible account of Jesus’ res-
urrecting Jairus’ 12-year-old daughter. Then
we explained to Felipe that Nicolle would
also be resurrected. This is what the Bible
teaches.—Mark 5:22-24, 35-42; John 5:28, 29.

Awake!: Do you think Felipe could grasp
all that information?

Renato: Yes, we believe he could. Children
deal best with death when given accurate,
simple, clear, honest explanations. There is
no need to be secretive about it. Death is a re-
ality. Unfortunately, it is still part of our ex-
perience. So parents need to teach their chil-
dren how to deal with death, as we also did
later with our younger son Vinicius.*

Awake!: Did you take Felipe to the funeral?

Renato: After weighing the advantages and
disadvantages, we decided not to take him
along. At his age children are highly impres-
sionable. Of course, some parents may de-
cide to take their child, and each child is dif-
ferent as far as what he or she can handle. If
a child is taken to a funeral, it would be good
to tell him or her exactly what to expect.

Awake!: Nicolle’s death must have been a
distressing time for you. Were you concerned
about letting your son see you cry?

Isabelle: We never tried to hide our feel-
ings from Felipe. If Jesus himself “gave way
to tears” at the death of a loved one, why
shouldn’t we as well? (John 11:35, 36) And
why shouldn’t Felipe see us crying? Openly
showing our grief made it clear to Felipe that
breaking down in tears is not wrong. It’s just
a way to express emotions. We wanted Felipe
to feel that he could express his feelings too,
rather than bottle them up.

Renato: When tragedy strikes the family,
children tend to feel insecure. So if we as par-
ents are open and honest about our feelings,
the children will be open too. After listen-
ing carefully to what’s troubling them, we are

* For more information, see the article “Help Your Child
Cope With Grief,” on pages 18-20 of the July 1, 2008, issue of
The Watchtower, and the brochure When Someone You Love
Dies, published by Jehovah’s Witnesses.



in a position to reassure them and ease their
fears.

Awake!: Did you get any help from others?

Renato: Yes, we received tremendous sup-
port from members of our congregation.
With all the visits, phone calls, and cards we
received, Felipe could see how much they
loved and cared for us.

Isabelle: Our family members were also
very helpful. After Nicolle’s death, my father
decided to come over every morning to have
breakfast with us. It was a gesture of his lov-
ing support. And having his grandfather be-
side him gave Felipe a lift.

Renato: The spiritual encouragement we
got at Christian meetings was invaluable. We
made an effort not to miss meetings, even
though at times we could not hold back the
tears. You see, being at Christian meetings
brought back many memories of Nicolle. But
we knew we had to be strong, especially for
Felipe’s sake.

HOW TO HELP

® Encourage questions. Create an atmo-
sphere that will allow your child to talk
about death and its meaning.

® Avoid using vague, abstract phrases
—for instance, saying that the deceased
“left us” or “went away.”

® Explain death in simple, literal terms.
Some simply say that the loved one’s
body “stopped working” and “could not
be fixed.”

@ Tell the child what to expect at the
funeral; explain that the deceased will
not be able to see or hear what is hap-
pening.

® Do not hide your emotions. In this way
your child will see that it is natural to
grieve.

Clockwise from left:
Felipe, Renato,
Isabelle, and Vinicius

® Remember, there is no “correct” way
to grieve. Each child—and each circum-
stance—is different.

Source: www.kidshealth.org
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PART 2

IN OUR PREVIOUS ISSUE, we considered two
facts of life.

® When you get emotionally involved be-
fore you're ready for a serious relationship,
you will get hurt.—Proverbs 6:27.

® When you get emotionally involved be-
fore you're ready for a serious relationship,
you can lose a good friendship.*—Proverbs
18:24.

* For more information, see Awake! of June 2012, pag-
es 15-17.
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Are we just friends—or more?

IN THIS ISSUE, we’ll discuss

@ A third fact of life about getting emotion-
ally involved

@ How you can tell if you have crossed the
line in your friendship with someone of the
opposite sex

FACT OF LIFE: When you get emotionally
involved before you’re ready for a serious
relationship, you can hurt your reputation.
Mia* says: “I've seen boys who are friends

* Some names in this article have been changed.



with many girls. Basically, they’re ‘players.’

The girls think there’s something going on,

but the boy just enjoys the female attention.”
To think about:

® Whether you'’re a boy or a girl, how can
getting too close to those of the opposite sex
affect your reputation?

“lexting people of the opposite sex is a huge
pitfall. You start by texting just a bit to one per-
son, but soon you're texting a lot and to many
people. Before you know it, you're pretty much
dating three different boys, and each one thinks
he is the ‘special one’ you re getting to know bet-
ter. When they find out the truth, they get hurt
—and you get the reputation of being a flirt.”
—Lara.

The Bible says: “Even by his practices a
boy [or a girl] makes himself recognized as
to whether his activity is pure and upright.”
—Proverbs 20:11.

The bottom line: It isn’t wrong to socialize
with members of the opposite sex. But if you
don’t have boundaries, you can cause yourself
grief, damage a good friendship, and harm
your reputation.

DO

V associate in groups
V get acquainted
V enjoy conversation

L S (A “] was friends with a

boy, and we got along really well. But
then | noticed our conversations were get-
ting longer and more personal. | could tell
we were getting a little too close because
he would tell me all his concerns. Then
one day he e-mailed me and told me he
had feelings for me. | didn’t know what to
say. Part of me was flattered—it’s nice
when someone thinks you’re special. But
| was worried. | knew we couldn’t continue
being ‘just friends’ because obviously he
thought we were more than that. | knew
that if | told him we were too young to
have a romantic friendship, he’d be hurt.

| told my parents about the whole thing,
and they emphasized how important it
was for me and for the boy to limit our
contact. That experience made me realize
how quickly something can go from com-
pletely innocent to very serious. And since
then, I've been careful to limit my asso-
ciation with the opposite sex, especially
when texting. It also helps to socialize in
groups rather than pair off. That way your
conversations don’t become too personal
and your connection with the other person
doesn’t become too strong.”—Elena.

confide
flirt



How can you tell if you’ve crossed the line?
One way is to ask yourself, ‘Has a friend of
the opposite sex become my sole confidant?’
“If you’re really just friends with a boy,” says
a girl named Erin, “he shouldn’t be the first
person you want to talk to every day or the
first person you want to tell major news to. He
definitely shouldn’t be the one you turn to for
emotional comfort.”

To think about:

® Why might it seem appealing to make
someone of the opposite sex your sole confi-
dant? But what are the dangers?

“The boys that I know are not my closest
friends. I don’t speak with them on the phone for
hours as I might with a girlfriend. And there are
some topics I simply won't discuss with them.”
—Rianne.

The Bible says: “Be careful what you say
... A careless talker destroys himself.”—Prov-
erbs 13:3, Good News Translation.

Consider: Is there a risk in revealing too
much about yourself to someone of the oppo-
site sex? What if your friendship eventually
fades? Will you regret having revealed such
details to that person?

A teenager named Alexis sums it up well.
She says: “Don’t avoid someone just because
that person is of the opposite sex. On the
other hand, don’t lie to yourself and say that
you’re just friends when you’re not. Keep
your feelings in check, and you’ll avoid a lot
of pain.”

More articles from the “Young People Ask”
series can be found at the Web site
www.watchtower.org/ype

WHY NOT ASK YOUR PARENTS?

Ask your parents for their thoughts
on the two “To think about” questions in
this article. Do their opinions differ from
yours? If so, how? What merit can you
see in their point of view?—Proverbs 1:8.

WHAT YOUR PEERS SAY

Andre—The more time you
spend with a girl, the easier
it is for feelings to grow
and the more that person
will think you’re interested
in a romantic friendship.

If your goals don’t allow
for a relationship right now,
then don’t make it appear
as if you're trying to start
one.

Cassidy—/ tend to be out-
going, and since | grew up
around boys, I’'m very com-
fortable with them—which
is not always a good thing.
Treating a boy the way |
would a girlfriend is not
good—it can give the wrong
idea. Treating a boy as if
he were my brother is the
way to go!



A NOTE TO PARENTS

In proper settings, it’s not wrong for young
people to socialize with members of the oppo-
site sex. But those who aren’t ready to pursue
a relationship that could lead to marriage
need to set boundaries.” For them, opposite-
sex friendships should be just that—friendships
and nothing more.

What results when two people get emo-
tionally involved before they're ready for a seri-
ous relationship? Any initial thrill soon gives
way to frustration. It’s like sitting in a car that
has no wheels. Sooner or later, the boy and girl
realize that the relationship can’'t go anywhere.
Some may begin to date secretly—a situation
that is fraught with moral pitfalls. Others break
up—a process that can leave both feeling
cheated, hurt, and even depressed. How can
you help your adolescent to avoid the treacher-
ous path of a premature romance?—Eccle-
siastes 11:10.

The key is to keep an open door of commu-
nication with your adolescent when it comes
to opposite-sex friendships. That way you’ll be
aware of it—and available to help—if a friend-
ship starts to become something more.

Some parents unwittingly close the door
to that part of their adolescent’s social life.
Consider what some youths told Awake!

“I always wanted to talk to my mom about
whom | was attracted to, but | held back be-
cause I thought she would overreact.”—Cara.

“When I'd tell my mom | was attracted to
a boy, she would say, ‘Don’t expect me to be
at your wedding!’ rather than ‘So tell me about
your friend. What do you like about him?’ Had
my mom asked questions like those, | might
have been more receptive to her advice.”
—Nadeine.

In contrast, note the difference when parents

* See the preceding article as well as the “Young People Ask”
article that appeared in the June 2012 issue of Awake!

have patiently listened and then provided prac-
tical guidance.

“My parents didn’t overreact when | told
them about a boy I was attracted to. They said
what | needed to hear, but they were under-
standing of my feelings. Because of that, I find
it easier to listen to their advice and open up
to them further.”—Corrina.

“When my parents opened up about whom
they liked when they were younger—even
explaining why a certain relationship didn’t
work out—it helped me to realize that it was
OK for me to talk to my parents about having
feelings for someone.”—Linette.

Realize, too, that sometimes there are un-
derlying factors behind premature romances.

“When | was secretly dating a boy, it was
because he made me feel happy and he
listened to me.”—Annette.

“There’s this one boy | always enjoyed being
around. He always gave me attention, which
is my weakness. | love attention, good or bad.”
—Amy.

“When my parents sincerely tell me that
I look beautiful or that a certain outfit looks
good on me, | feel less of a need to get that
same sort of compliment from a boy.”—Karen.

Ask yourself:

How can | make myself more approachable
to my adolescent?—Philippians 4:5.

Am | “swift about hearing, slow about
speaking’?—James 1:19.

How can | reduce the temptation for my
adolescent to look outside the home for love
and approval?—Colossians 3:21.

The bottom line: Help your adolescent to
learn how to keep friendships with the opposite
sex aboveboard and problem free. It's a skill
that will serve him or her well in adulthood.
—Colossians 3:5; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-6.
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WATCHING THE WORLD

“The Troubles” Leave Their Mark

A survey conducted in Northern Ireland shows that
sectarian strife there has left its mark. The conflict,
known locally as “the Troubles,” lasted for almost three
decades and exposed two thirds of the population to
traumatic incidents. The University of Ulster’s Bamford
Centre for Mental Health and Wellbeing found that at
some stage nearly 1 in 10 people in Northern Ireland
will have suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder
—“one of the highest rates” anywhere, says The Irish
Times. “Proportionally,” adds the newspaper, “the Trou-
bles were among the worst conflicts in the world, ac-
counting for the death of one person in 500 of the pop-
ulation.”

Weather Extremes Are the “New Normal”

The United States is experiencing more and more
unusual weather. What used to be considered extreme
—massive floods, killer droughts, and monster snow-
storms—is the “new normal.” At an event organized
by the Union of Concerned Scientists, Katharine Hay-
hoe, a climatologist at Texas Tech University, told col-
leagues: “We are used to certain conditions and there’s
a lot going on these days that is not what we’re used to.”
Hayhoe and other experts believe that human activity is
fueling climate change and more volatile weather world-
wide.

“Cell phones can help pre-
vent unwanted personal
interactions—13% of cell
owners [have] pretend-
ed to be using their
phone in order to avoid
interacting with the people
around them.”—PEW RESEARCH
CENTER, U.S.A.

The last five summers
have seen the five low-
est figures on record for
the extent of sea ice in
the Arctic.-BBC NEWS, BRITAIN.

“About 47% of Africa’s
arable land remains
uncultivated.”-7HE WITNESS,
SOUTH AFRICA.

“Over the last 10 years,

10 countries (the Netherlands,
Belgium, Canada, Spain,
South Africa, Norway, Swe-
den, Portugal, Iceland, and
Argentina) have legalized
marriage for same-sex
couples.”—FAMILY RELATIONS,
USA.



RIS PR
Howecan | make Bible
reating enfoyable?

FROM OUR READERS

Young People Ask ... How Can | Make Bible Reading Enjoy-
able? (April 2009) I am a 24-year-old wife and mother, and
I have always struggled with Bible reading. I took to heart the
suggestions in this article, and I am making good use of the
cutout that was provided. Now I look forward to Bible read-
ing. I can see how the books of the Bible harmonize and are
interwoven like a beautiful tapestry. I have never been this ex-
cited over Bible reading. Thank you so much!

K. T., United States

A Book You Can Trust—Part 6

(April 2011) The article “Rome in Bible
History” stated: “What happened to Jeru-
salem? The Roman armies returned, led
by Vespasian and his son Titus—this time
numbering 60,000 soldiers.” The wording
implies that Vespasian and Titus were at the
head of the army when Jerusalem was at-
tacked. However, historical references indi-
cate that Vespasian was in Rome during this

period. J. 0., Australia

“Awake!” responds: According to “Josephus
—The Essential Writings,” by Paul L. Maier,
“Titus quickly arrived from Alexandria, bring-
ing the Fifteenth legion, and joined his father
at Ptolemais, where Vespasian waited with
the Fifth and Tenth legions.” Additionally, the
“Encyclopedia of the Roman Empire,” by
Matthew Bunson, states the following about
Vespasian: “With his son Titus at his side, he
crushed the Jewish Rebellion and was prepar-
ing to lay siege to the temple of Jerusalem in
68 when word came that Nero had fallen and
had been replaced by Galba. . . . In the fall of
70, he arrived in Rome.” So it seems that ini-
tially Vespasian and Titus were together in the
attack against Jerusalem. However, at some
point Vespasian returned to Rome and left
Titus in charge.

Do You Have Realistic Goals? (Febru-
ary 2011) When giving examples of un-
realistic goals, this article included “fame,
riches, the ideal marriage mate, or perfect
health.” Why is an “ideal marriage mate”
included? Why is the goal of getting a life
partner in marriage “unrealistic”?

S. K., United States

“Awake!” responds: The article did not
assert that marriage itself is an unrealistic
goal. Rather, it spoke of the quest for “the
ideal marriage mate.” In the context of the
article, the ‘ideal” mate refers to a spouse
that is flawless, possessing no negative traits.
The pursuit of such a mate is vain for two
reasons: First, such a person does not exist.
(Romans 3:23) Second, the quest to find
such a mate focuses on what one will get
from a marriage rather than what one will
give to it. In this regard, even some married
people have the unrealistic goal of turning
their spouse into their vision of the “ideal”
mate. In contrast, a solid marriage is made
up of two people who acknowledge each oth-
er’s imperfections but are still able to “contin-
ue putting up with one another and forgiving
one another freely."—Colossians 3:13.
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THE BIBLE
A BOOK OF ACCURATE PROPHECY

1 The Messiah would
be a descendant of
King David

1070 B.C.E.

David becomes king
of all Israel
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““

This eight-part series in “Awake!” is
examining an outstanding feature of the
Bible—its prophecies, or predictions. The
articles will help you to answer these
questions: Are Bible prophecies merely
the work of clever humans? Do they
bear the hallmark of divine inspiration?
We invite you to weigh the evidence.

We Have Found
the Messiah”

607 B.C.E. 455 B.C.E.
Jerusalem is Command is given to
destroyed by the restore and rebuild
Babylonians Jerusalem




ANY centuries before Jesus’ birth, the

Hebrew prophets foretold the com-
ing of the Messiah, which in Hebrew means
“Anointed One.” Those prophets gave specif-
ic details about the future Messiah’s life—in-
cluding his line of descent—where and when
he would arrive, and what would happen to
him.

Christians in the first century C.E. be-
lieved that these prophecies were fulfilled by
Jesus. They felt as did the disciple Andrew,
who told his brother Simon: “We have found
the Messiah.” (John 1:40, 41) Was that con-
clusion correct? Let us look at just four of the
many prophecies regarding the Messiah, and
in each case we will consider the evidence.

Prophecy 1: “He will sit on David’s kingly
throne.”—Isaiah 9:7, “Knox.”

Fulfillment: Matthew’s Gospel opens with
the words: “The book of the history of Jesus
Christ, son of David, son of Abraham.” Mat-
thew then traces Jesus’ descent through Da-
vid, as does the Gospel writer Luke.—Mat-
thew 1:1-16; Luke 3:23-38.

2 The Messiah 3
would be born in
Bethlehem of

The Messiah would 4
arrive 483 years
after the command

What history reveals:

® The writings of Jewish historian Jose-
phus indicate that genealogical records of
Jewish families were available in public ar-
chives. Those records were destroyed in
70 C.E. when Jerusalem was pillaged. But
prior to Jerusalem’s destruction, the claim
that Jesus was a descendant of David had
been widely publicized. (Matthew 9:27; 20:
30; 21:9) Had that claim been false, anyone
could have challenged or even disproved it.
Yet, there is no record that anyone attempted
to do so.

Prophecy 2: “O Bethlehem Ephrathah, the one
too little to get to be among the thousands
of Judah, from you there will come out to me
the one who is to become ruler in Israel.”
—Micah 5:2.

Fulfillment: Jesus was born in Bethlehem.
When Caesar Augustus ordered a census, Je-
sus’ foster father, Joseph, was obliged to go
from Nazareth to “Judea [Judah], to David’s
city, which is called Bethlehem, because of
his being a member of the house and family

The Messiah would die
with sinners and would
be buried with the

Judah was given to rebuild wealthy
Jerusalem
2 B.C.E. 29 C.E. 33 C.E.

Jesus is born

in Bethlehem of
Judah in the
family line of
David

Messiah

Jesus is baptized
and anointed as the

Jesus dies with
criminals and is buried
with the wealthy



of David, to get registered with Mary.” While
there, Mary “gave birth to her son” Jesus.
—Luke 2:1-7.

What history reveals:

Archaeology confirms that the Romans
conducted censuses in the Middle East for
the purpose of tax collection and military
conscription. Evidence of one such census
can be seen in an edict of the Roman gov-
ernor of Egypt in 104 C.E. A copy of that
edict, now in the British Library, reads: “See-
ing that the time has come for the house to
house census, it is necessary to compel all
those who for any cause whatsoever are re-
siding out of their nomes [districts] to return
to their own homes, that they may both car-
ry out the regular order of the census, and
may also attend diligently to the cultivation of
their allotments.”

At the time of Jesus’ birth, two towns in
Israel were called Bethlehem. One was in the
north near Nazareth. The other, evidently for-
merly known as Ephrath (or Ephrathah), was
near Jerusalem in Judah. (Genesis 35:19) Je-
sus was born in the latter town, just as Micah
had foretold some eight centuries earlier.

Prophecy 3: “From the going forth of the
word to restore and to rebuild Jerusalem until
Messiah the Leader, there will be seven weeks,
also sixty-two weeks.”—Daniel 9:25.

Fulfillment: The period of time specified in
Daniel’s prophecy amounts to 69 units of
7 years each, or 483 years. The rebuilding of
Jerusalem began in 455 B.C.E. As prophe-
sied, 483 years (69 weeks of years) later, in
29 C.E., Jesus became the Anointed One, or
Messiah, when he was baptized and anointed
with God’s holy spirit.*—Luke 3:21, 22.

What history reveals:
In the early part of the first century C.E.,

* For more information on this prophecy relating to the tim-
ing of the Messiah’s appearance, see pages 197-199 of the book
What Does the Bible Really Teach? published by Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses.
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“the people were in expectation” of the Mes-
siah’s arrival. (Luke 3:15) In his book 4 His-
tory of Messianic Speculation in Israel, Jewish
scholar Abba Hillel Silver writes that the pe-
riod before the destruction of Jerusalem “wit-
nessed a remarkable outburst of Messianic
emotionalism.” He also notes that “the Mes-
siah was expected around the second quarter
of the first century.” The anticipation of the
Jews, Silver writes, was based on “the popu-
lar chronology of that day.”

Prophecy 4: “He will make his burial place
even with the wicked ones, and with the rich
class in his death.—Isaiah 53:9.

Fulfillment: Jesus was executed alongside
two condemned criminals, yet he was buried
in a quarried-out tomb donated by a wealthy
believer—Joseph of Arimathea.—Matthew 27:
38, 57-60; John 19:38.

What history reveals:

Numerous ancient non-Christian writers
—including Jewish historian Josephus and
Roman historian Tacitus—testify that Jesus
was executed as a criminal.

Archaeological investigations in Pales-
tine have uncovered ancient tombs consisting
of chambers or vaults cut into rock. Having
such a tomb already prepared and available
would not have posed a problem for a wealthy
and influential person such as Joseph of Ari-
mathea.

The foregoing represents just a few of the
many Messianic prophecies that were ful-
filled in Jesus. Clearly, no human could falsify
the fulfillment of those detailed prophecies.
Their precise fulfillment strengthens our faith
that God was their Source and that he will yet
bring all the foretold Messianic blessings to
reality for obedient mankind.

In the next article in this series, we will
discuss an intriguing question: If Jesus really
was the promised Messiah, why did he allow
himself to suffer and die?



WAS IT DESIGNED?

The Newt’s

The newt, a small salamander, is remark-
able for its ability to regrow body parts, such as its
organs, tissues, limbs, and tail. But are the re-
placement parts as good as the originals? When
it comes to the lens of the newt’s eyes, research-
ers say yes.

Newts regenerate the lenses in
their eyes by converting iris cells into lens cells.
To learn more about this process, biologists spent
16 years observing a group of Japanese newts.
Eighteen times, the biologists removed the lenses
from each newt. Each time, as expected,
the newts grew new ones.

By the end of the study, the newts were about
30 years old—five years beyond their expected life
span in the wild. Yet, they were still able to regen-
erate lenses as quickly as they could when they
were younger. In addition, reports the University
of Dayton in Ohio, U.S.A,, the regenerated lenses
“were virtually identical to intact lenses removed
from full-grown newts, which had never undergone
lens regeneration.” Biologist Panagiotis Tsonis,

a member of the team that studied the newts, ad-
mits: “Even | was surprised a little.” He described
the new lens as “perfect.”

Scientists hope that the newt’s abilities to re-
grow damaged body parts will help them to under-
stand how to regenerate damaged tissue in hu-
mans. “The newt is an excellent source for finding
answers to regeneration,” says Tsonis, “particular-
ly as it relates to old age.”

Did the newt’s regenerat-
ing lens come about by evolution? Or was it
designed?

“Replacement” lenses are virtually identical to the originals

Top photo: © Vibe Images/Alamy;
middle photo: © Juniors Bildarchiv/Alamy



THE
BIBLE’S
VIEWPOINT \

[

E LIVE in what the Bible calls “criti-

cal times hard to deal with.” (2 Timo-
thy 3:1) The news is glutted with ominous re-
ports of war, terrorism, economic strife, and
impending environmental ruin.

Is there any hope that things will improve?
Can man’s governments deal with world
problems? Or do we need to look elsewhere
for help?

What Many Nations Claim
Many nations claim to have God’s support.
For example, in its Pledge of Allegiance, the
United States of America asserts that it is
“one nation under God,” and the coins and
paper money in that country bear the words
“In God We Trust.”

Of course, many who live in the United
States do not even believe that God exists
—and the same is true in other lands that
claim to have God’s backing. Even people
who do believe in God have differing views re-
garding the extent to which he intervenes in
human affairs.

® Some say that God is completely de-
tached and that man is left to rule himself.

~
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Who Can Change
Our World?

“The world’s people want answers from
their leaders. They expect solutions, not
half-measures or excuses.”—UNITED NATIONS
SECRETARY-GENERAL BAN KI-MOON.

@ Others say that God works through hu-
man governments and that he can bless their
efforts to change our world.

Which, if either, expresses what you believe?

Consider: If the first statement were true,
we would be in a dire predicament. If the sec-
ond statement were true, then we would have
to ask ourselves: ‘Does God favor one nation
over another? If two nations go to war and
both fervently pray for victory, whose side
does God take?’ Is it possible that he takes
neither side?

What the Bible Teaches

1. Man was not made to rule himself. The
Bible says: “It does not belong to man who
is walking even to direct his step.” (Jeremi-
ah 10:23) History verifies the truthfulness of
that statement. Government by man has not
brought a better world, even when rulers have
had high ideals and the best of intentions. In-
stead, “man has dominated man to his inju-
ry.”—Ecclesiastes 8:9.

2. God cares about our plight. He is neither
oblivious to nor unfeeling about what we ex-
perience. Furthermore, he will take action
to help us. How? By means of his Kingdom,
which “will never be brought to ruin.”—Dan-
iel 2:44.

3. God’s Kingdom is a real government. It
is the same Kingdom that millions of sincere
people pray for in the often-recited Our Fa-



ther, or Lord’s Prayer. In that prayer, people
implore God: “Let your kingdom come. Let
your will take place, as in heaven, also upon
earth.” (Matthew 6:10) Note that God’s King-
dom affects more than heaven; it also makes
it possible for God’s will to be accomplished
on earth.

4. By means of his Kingdom, God can—and
will—change our world. If you doubt that, con-
sider what the Bible teaches.

® God gave the human race a perfect start
in peaceful surroundings.—Genesis 1:27-31.

® Despite the problems we see, God has
not abandoned his purpose for our earth.
—Psalm 37:11, 29.

® God has already taken steps to make
it possible for our earth—and the human
race—to be restored to the condition he origi-
nally purposed.—John 3:16.

Would you like to learn more about God’s
Kingdom and how it will change our world?
Jehovah’s Witnesses, the publishers of this

Can man’s
governments deal
with world problems?
Or do we need to look
elsewhere for help?

magazine, would be happy to help you. Why
not discuss with them the following topics the
next time they call at your home?

® What is God’s Kingdom?
® What changes will it bring?

® When and how will God’s Kingdom bring
those changes?

HAVE YOU WONDERED?

® Why are human governments limited
in what they can accomplish?
—Jeremiah 10:23.

® How has God demonstrated that he
cares about us?—John 3:16.

® What will God’s Kingdom make possible
for our earth and those who inhabit it?
—Psalm 37:11, 29.
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Remember to Say -”lank YG(L'

HEN was the last time you

received a thank-you note?
When was the last time you sent
one?

In this world of cyber commu-
nication, handwritten messages of
gratitude have become something
of an endangered species. Yet,
saying “thank you” in writing is a
special way to let people know
that you appreciate their kind-
ness. The following are some sug-
gestions on how to do so.

1. Handwrite the note to give it a
personal touch.

2. Address the recipient by name.

3. If you received a gift, name
the gift and tell how you plan
to use it.

4. Restate your thanks in closing.

A thank-you note makes a
good impression on the recipient.
So the next time someone is
hospitable to you, does a kind act,
or gives you a gift, show that you
do not take that one’s efforts for
granted. Remember to say thank

you!
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TIPS

® Refer to monetary gifts indirectly. For example, rather than
specify the amount that you received, you could say: “Thank you
for your generous gift. | plan to use it for...”

@ Include only information that relates to the gift and your ap-
preciation for it. This is not the time to give a detailed account of
your summer vacation or of your recent trip to the hospital.

@ Do not complain about any problems you had with the gift.
For example, it would be unkind to write, “Thanks for the toaster
—but it doesn’t fit on my kitchen counter!”

The Bible promotes a
spirit of thankfulness.
(Luke 17:11-19) It admon-
ishes us to “pray inces-
santly” to God, adding: “In
connection with everything
give thanks.”—1 Thessalo-
nians 5:17, 18.

Do, At Moy, ©

Thank you SO much for the alarm clock! e
Since | am a chronic oversleeper, I ha:ve o
already put it to good usz. Ilth\(/)vss ;10[131 (:;sd "

ee you last week, an i
tsoafse re¥urn home. We look forward to seeing
ou in the near future. |
' Thanks again for your thoughtful gift! Q
Your nephew,

Johue




FOR FAMILY REVIEW

Whatls Missing From FOR DISCUSSION: To whom was God talking
- - when he said, “Let us make man in our image,
This Picture? according to our likeness”? CLUE: Read John 17:

1, 5; Colossians 1:15, 16. In what way are humans
made in God’s image? CLUE: Read Colossians 3:
10; 1 Peter 1:16. What qualities of Jehovah God
and Jesus impress you the most? How can you
imitate their qualities? CLUE: Read Ephesians 4:
31, 32; 1 John 4:7, 8.

Read Genesis 1:21-28. Now look at the
picture. What features are missing? Write your
answers on the lines below. Connect the dots
to complete the picture, and then color it in.

FAMILY ACTIVITY: List your five favorite an- -
imals. Then, like Adam, give the animals new
names based on the way they look, sound or
act. Read the new name aloud, and see if you

s

family can guess the animal. ey or

To print out additional copies
of “For Family Review,” go to -
wWWW.jw.org
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Collect and Learn i

Cut out, fold in half, and save  —apCo,

QUESTIONS
A. Paul supported his ministry
by making
= B. The apostle Paul taught people
“publiclyand . ..”

C. Paul resurrected a young man
named .

Peoples and Lands

3. Our names are Maté, aged 7, and Nia, aged 8. We
live in the Republic of Georgia. About how many of
Jehovah'’s Witnesses live in the Republic of Georgia?
Is it 10,000, 17,000, or 26,000?

4. Which dot shows where we live? Circle it, draw a
dot where you live, and see how close you are to the
Republic of Georgia.

ee e oo,
.
.

Children’'s .
Picture Search "

. - 5
Can you find these pictures in - e
this issue? In your own words, .
describe what is happening in 5
each picture. 5

4026 B.C.E.

—I Last Bible

book written

Lived during the
first century C.E.

Adam
created

EUROPE

Rome
.

Born in Tarsus. He ASIA MINOR
served as a missionary
in Europe and Asia Tarsus.
.~ Minor
Jerusalem J

PROFILE A former persecutor of Christians
who converted and became an apostle to
the nations. He was used by Jehovah to
write 14 books of the Christian Greek
Scriptures. Paul traveled thousands of
miles as a missionary and established
congregations in Europe and Asia Minor.
—Romans 11:13; 1 Timothy 1:12-16.

ANSWERS
A. tents.—Acts 18:3-5.

B. “. .. from house to house.”
—Acts 20:20.

C. Eutychus.—Acts 20:7-12.
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Will You Ever See [t?

® The opening articles in this issue of Awake! dis-
cuss a yearning that people the world over feel—a
yearning for a better world. Is there any hope that
you will ever see such a thing?

The publishers of this magazine, Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, believe that the Bible holds the key to un-
derstanding what the future holds. It is the only sa-
cred book that traces the history of mankind back
to its beginning. The Bible also tells us where we
are heading—and it is not to the bleak future that
many envision.

Would you like to learn more about what the
Bible says on this topic? The book What Does the
Bible Really Teach? can help you. It is published by
Jehovah’s Withesses and is now available in 244
languages.

WHAT DOES
THE BIBLE
Really TEACH?
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